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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The importance of the duty treated of in these 
Sermons, and the madequate notions which are 
too prevalent concerning it, are the writer's 
apology for acceding to a wish expres8ed for their 
publication. The course of his subject has 
necessarily led him aeross the lines of several of 
the disputed questions of the day ; but it has 
been his endeavour to avoid as much as possible 
of the diseussion, and all the bittemess, of con- 
troversy. The only controversy with which he 
was much concerned, is that which will rage as 
long as the world lasts, between God's grace and 
the corruptions of the human heart. May He, 
who alone can give repentance to the sinner and 
pardon to the penitent, bless the perusal of these 
Sermons to each one into whose hands they may 
faU. 

Easter Tuesday, 1851, 



SERMON I. 



THE NECESSITY OF KEPENTANCE. 



LusE, xiii. 5. 
Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 

Theee can be little doubt, that these 
words were intended to be of universal 
application. Our Lord, indeed, was cor- 
recting the error of supposingj that the 
amount of men's guilt may be estimated 
by the calamities they suflfer, and was 
waming his hearers, at the same time, that 
their sins, if not repented of, would ine- 
vitably bring their punishment on them, 
** There were present at that season some 
that told him of the Galileans, whose blood 

B 



4 THE NBCBSSITT GP REPBNTANCB. 

whicli there is much practical, and some 
doctrinal, error prevalent. On the one 
hand. many, admitting the necessity of 
repentance, are satisfied with a very vague 
and general regret for having sinned, — a 
sort of feeling that, though it cannot be 
altered now, yet if they had their lives to 
Kve over again, they would try to spend 
tfaem more in the service of God. While 
others, resting their acceptance with God 
and their hopes of gloiy on the merits of 
Jesus Christ, and trusting that their sins 
are washed away in his blood, refuse to 
look back upon transgressions which have 
been atoned for, and seem to think that 
the Saviour's honour is concemed, that they 
should forget the sins which he has par- 
doned : as if faith were ever severed from 
repentance ; or as if God's mercy and the 
love of Christ ought not to deepen the con- 
viction of our own unworthiness and guilt. 
On the other hand, there are those, who, 
strenuous in urging the necessity of repent- 
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ance, and stem in their requirements of 
severe and searching penitence, have ob* 
scured the free mercy of the Gospel to 
returning sinners, almost shut against them 
the door of hope, or given it to be opened 
only by human hands. It is trae, that for 
one who errs on the side of unscriptural 
severity, thousands err on the side of 
unscriptural laxity; and therefore, before 
proceeding to consider, as I trust to do 
hereafter, the nature of true penitence, I 
propose to dwell first on ita necessity^—its 
necessity to salvation. " Except ye repent, 
ye shall all Kkewise perish/' May He, whom 
God exalted with His right hand to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for "to give repentance 
to '' His people, " and forgiveness of sins," * 
vouchsafe such a blessing upon my words 
and your attention, that "with new and 
contrite hearts worthily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretohedness, we 

1 Acts, v. -81. 
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may obtain of the God of all mercy perfect 
remission and forgiveness."* 

I would beg you to consider, first, the 
reasonableness of repentance ; and then its 
necessity. 

I. 1. It is reasonable that they should 
repent, who serve an infinitely holy God. 
He who made us, whose we are by the 
triple title of creation, redemption, and our 
own solemn and repeated vow, is perfect in 
goodness. Sin is the contradiction to His 
nature, as darkness is to light. It is as 
impossible that He should err, as that He 
should perish. By the same necessity that 
He is the I Am, the Almighty, the Alpha 
and Omega, He is also the Holy One. And 
infinite Holiness involves (let it be with 
reverence that we speak of the Deity, as 
needs we must, in terms borrowed from our 
human nature) a Standard of goodness and 
au appreciation of evil, not merely beyond 

? Collecjt foi: Ash-Wednesday. 
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the powers of our moral sense, but also; 
probably, beyond the conception of our 
understanding. For as among men the 
conscience grows more tender, as the life 
becomes more holy ; and many things which 
others call innocent, appear sinful to " those 
who by reason of use (as the Apostle speaks) 
have theu* senses exercised to discern both 
good and evU;"* and the goal of "per^ 
fection '' recedes from them as they '^ go on 
unto it;'*^ so we must conceive that to the 
infinitely holy God the highest human good- 
ness must be stained and obscured with 
evil ; and even where His grace shines 
brightest, it must be '^as a Ught shming 
in a dark place;" while sin must be un- 
utterably sinful, "the abominable thing 
which He hates/'* And thus Scripture 
speaks of the Deity, not only as abhorring 
sin, but as discovering defects in the purest 
and hoUest of the works of His hands: 

» Heb. v. 14. « Heb. vi. 1. 

^ Jer. xliv. 4. 
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"Thon art of purer eyes than to behold 
evil, and canst not look on iniquity/'^ 
" Behold, he put no trast in his servants, 
and his angels he charged with foUy/'« 
" Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints ; 
yea, theheavens are not clean in his sight/*' 
" Behold, even to the moon, and it shineth 
not; yea, the stars are not pure in his 
sight : How much less man, that is a worm ; 
and the son of man, which is a worm ? " * 
Is this the Being whom we can serve without 
repentance ? Can we hope to enter impeni- 
tent into His courts ? 

2. And this would be true, if we were, 
what some moralists would feign us, upright 
beings, faUible, indeed, and too often err- 
ing, but, in the main, obedient to the will 
and purposes of God, One sin, contrasted 
with God's hohness, would make repentance 
reasonable. How much more so must it 
be, then, if we are fallen, corrupt, and of 

1 Hab. i. 13. « Job, iv. 18. 

' Job, XV. 15. * Job, XXV. 5, 6. 
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« 

our own nature inclined to evil ! Not only 
have we oifended God, but our whole will 
has been opposed to His. Bom in sin, and 
shapen in iniquity, we were, even by inherit" 
ance, at enmity, with God ; and even thougli 
brought to Him through Christ in baptism, 
and, by the privileges and promises of our 
new birth, put in a condition to serve Him 
in the Spirit, as our reconciled Father, we 
have, for the most part, forgotten Him, gone 
astray from Him, and foUowed our own 
hearts' ways ; so that, so far from offering 
Him the reasonable service of a daily, care- 
ful, and cheerful obedience, we have offended 
Him by that unceasing sin — a careless, 
selfish, almost godless life. And in those 
even who have been kept in the fold, or 
brought back to it by the Saviour's love, 
how much evil mars their service, how many 
sins must even their dim-eyed conscience 
confess! Their "heart condemns them^ 
and God is greater than their heart, and 
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knoweth all things." * And if God is infi- 
nitely holy, and we, each in our degree, are 
very sinful, is it not reasonable that we 
should repent ? 

3. The reasonableness foUows, lastly, fipom 
the character of the Divine justice. It is 
true, indeed, that the satisfaction for human 
guilt was made by the fuU, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice of Jesus Christ, whose 
blood cleanses from all sin, and who is the 
propitiation for the sins of the whole world. 
That atonement fully vindicated the justice 
of God ; and pardon is thenceforth freely 
offered to sinners through Christ. But yet 
it cannot be consistent with justice to pardon 
sins which are loved still, nor to pass over 
offences which are wilfully repeated. It is 
not so in human tribunals, weak transcripts 
though they be of the justice of Heaven. 
Mercy may be extended to the contrite : on 
the hardened and impenitent the sentence 

1 1 John, iii. 20. 
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wouldhaveitscourse. And were God'spardon 
to extend beyond the limits of the repentant, 
and to embrace the presumptuous or careless 
offender, the bounds of right and wrong 
would be utterly confounded, and "the Judge 
of all the earth '' cease to ** do right." No ! 
if God be just as well as merciful, He will 
not pardon unrepented sin. His wrath abides 
upon it. In the depths of the divme natnre, 
in the very foundations of eternal justice, Ue 
the roots of the righteous sentence, " Except 
ye repent, ye shall all Ukewise perish/' 

II. From the reasonableness of repentance 
foUows also its necessity. In the purposes 
of the Deity what is right, must be ; and 
He renders imperative upon us, as far as 
He enables us to perform it, whatever it 
is reasonable that we should perform. And, 
indeed, He has bound the necessity of 
repentance on us by the express commands 
of His own revealed will. I need not remind 
you how invariably, under the old dispensa- 
tion, promises of pardon and restoratiou are 
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made only to the penitent; and how the 
judgments of God are threatened, and actu- 
ally did fail on the unrepentant. It is more 
to my pnrpose to observe, that, under the 
covenant of grace, so far from repentance 
being rendered unnecessary by the fulness 
and freeness of redeeming love, it seems 
rather to be put more prominently forward, 
on the very threshold of the way of salvation, 
—the one thing needful, without which 
lione, even through Christ, can be saved. 
John the Baptist came to prepare the way 
for the Redeemer ; he preached repentance. 
Our blessed Lord went out to preach the 
Gospel ; he preached repentance. He sent 
out his disciples two by two; still they 
preached repentance. He was "delivered 
for our oifences and raised again for our 
justification ;" * but it was " that repentance 
and remission of sins should be preached 
among all nations."^ The Holy Ghost fell 
on the Apostles to guide them into all truth ; 

* Rom. iv. 25. * Luke, xxiv. 4Y. 
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and Peter stood up and preached repentance. 
" Repent and be baptised ;'* * " repent and be 
converted/'^ St. Paul was converted from 
heaven to preach the Gospel, and he " taught 
publicly and from house to house, testifjdng 
both to the Jews and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ/'' Nay, whatever 
excuses men might have before, the Gospel 
was to put an end to all doubt, and to 
declare expressly the necessity of repentance. 
"The times of " the fonner "ignorance God 
winked at ; but now commandeth all men 
everywhere to repent."' The Gospel is the 
message of mercy and pardon to sinners; 
but only to penitent sinners. " Except we 
repent, all must "' still " likewise perish.'* 

It is not, indeed, that repentance has any 
virtue to m«it the p^on of sin, or to J. 
the forgiveness of the oifender. The stain 
is far too deep to be washed out by tears. 

1 Acts, ii. 38. « Acts, iii. 19. 

« Acts, XX. 20, 21. * Acts, xvii. 30. 
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The blood of Christ alone can cleanse the 
soul : His merits alone are the title of man's 
forgiveness. But repentance is a condition 
of pardon. For Jesus Christ's sake God 
freely forgives, not all men, but all those 
that are penitent. " Repent ye and be con- 
verted," preached the Apostles, " that your 
sins may be blotted out." God has attached 
the same condition to the exercise of His 
forgiveness, as He has required us to 
acknowledge as sufficient for our own. " If 
thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke 
him ; and if he repent, forgive him. And if 
he trespass against thee seven times in a day, 
and seven tinaes in a day turn again to 
thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive 
him/'^ If we repent not, God's mercy 
remains the same ; He would have all men 
to be saved : Christ's merits remain the 
same, infinite, and aU sufficient to atone for 
all sin : but we have neglected the way, the 
only way^ the reasonable and merciful way 

1 Luke, xvii. 3, 4. 
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of salvation, and because we will not repent, 
mnst perish. 

And now, dear brethren, are not these 
solemn words to each of us ? Is it not of 
infinite importance-the duty of this present 
season? If we repent not, we perish— 
perish eteraally. They are not the words 
of exaggerated warning, the rhetorical arti- 
fice of some human orator. They are the 
words of Truth ; the deliberate and repeated 
declaration of Him who cannot lie; who 
himself, if we repent, will deliver us as our 
Saviour ; who himself, if we do not repent, 
will condemn us as our Judge. They must 
be true, if the Bible is true ; if Christ is 
true ; if God is true. 

There are, I know, many artifices by 
which the deceitftd heart of man would turn 
aside the truth, and ward off its personal 
application from itself. The Saviour's words, 
glance by unheeded, and, though wamed 
fix)m God Himself, souls perish. 

1, There are many, for instance, wha 
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think the exhortation very needful to those 
who are living in sin : that is, as they iin- 
derstand it, in the indulgence of some vice, or 
in the open neglect of their reUgious duties : 
but who do not feel that it can apply to 
them, who have done no injury to any, have 
been guilty of no breach of the laws of 
morality, and whose failings are very venial. 
This is a state of heart which betrays the 
most urgent need of true repentanee. It 
indicates a dulness of conscience, conse- 
quent offcen on continued neglect of vital 
religion, and the absence of that Spirit who 
convinces of sin. You need to be awakened, 
enlightened, alarmed. Is it no sin, think 
you, not to have loved the Lord your God 
with all your hearts, when our Lord has 
imposed it as the first and great com- 
mandment? Is it no sin, when "you 
are not your own, but bought with. a 
price,'^ the price of the blood of the Son 
of God, and are bound "to glorify Him 
in your body and in your spirit, which are 
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His/*' to have walked in your own ways, 
pleased your own selves, sought your own 
interest or the world's good opinion, but 
never the approbation and the honour of God? 
Does it never occur to you, that that fair 
exterior, that life so regular and praise- 
worthy, may spring from motives which have 
nothing in common* with the Gospel, and 
which can only condemn you at the last 
day? Nay, are you not sometimes con- 
scious that there is something wrong ? Do 
you not shrink from the reaUty of religion, 
and, perhaps, secretly dislike those in whom 
it appears as a Uving and actuating prin- 
ciple? How is it, that those whom you 
must needs admit to be much hoUer than 
yourselves, are always the humblest, the 
most penitent, the foremost to confess that 
they are sinners ? Because they have more 
sins than yourselves ? No ; they have fewer. 
Because they are hypocrites? No, dear 
brethren ; but because they know their own 

1 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 

C 
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true state, and you do not. Because they 
have leamt the holiness of God's law, the 
sinfulness of their own hearts, the trans- 
gressions of their past lives, the iraperfection 
of their best and holiest actions. Because 
they have repented; while you still need 
repentance. Oh, be persuaded to examine 
yourselves by the Word of God. Take, not 
man's standard of right and wrong, nor your 
own, but Christ's. See whether you have 
had faith and love, as well as uprightness ; 
humility, as well as honesty ; whether you 
have been, not moral only, but holy; 
whether your hearts have been fixed, and 
your plans terminated on earth, or whether 
your hopes, your aifections, your home have 
been in heaven. Entreat our merciful 
Pather to enUghten you with His Holy 
Spirit, that you may know what is really 
His will and your own state ; to con- 
vince you, if you need it, of your sin ; and 
to grant you, if you have it not, true and 
acceptable repentance. At least make the 
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trial, and sincerely. It is a fearful risk ; 
you think that you do not require repent- 
ance, and you may be mistaken. " God/* 
says His Word, " commandeth all men 
everywltere to repent ;" and "except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish/' 

2. Others, again, would seem to imagine 
themselves relieved from the duty of repent- 
ance, because they have repented. They 
did turn from sin to God ; they gave them- 
selves up to their Saviour ; they trust that 
their sins are • pardoned, and for ever. 
Would it not imply a doubt of the sufii- 
ciency of Christ's atonement, to think re- 
pentance necessary still ? Dear brethren, 
there is a subtle error here; an act of dis- 
obedience under j pretext of honouring the 
Saviour. I will; not stay to ask, whether 
there have not been many, even daily, sins 
committed ' in weakness and inadvertence, if 
not in wilfulhess, since you assumed the 
yoke of GHnst : although such doubtless 
there have been, and bearing, in one sense. 
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an aggravated degree . of guilt, because 
admitted after you have "tasted that the 
Lord is gracious/'* and have known the 
love of God and the power of His grace ; 
and which need, therefore, day by day, and 
especially at seasons like the present, to be 
sought out, confessed, and mourned for in 
humble and true repentance. But even of 
pardoned sins is it true, that you are to forget 
them, because God has promised to remem- 
ber them no more ? If He has washed out 
the guilt, are you to wipe away the memory ? 
Does His mercy inake our unworthiness the 
less ? or do we cease to be sinners in our- 
selves, because He is pleased to count us 
righteous in Christ ? Nay, is it not precisely 
the sense of our own sinfulness, which en- 
ables us to estimate the greatness of His 
love : while the greatness of His love should 
deepen in us the sense of our own sinful- 
ness ? The more we know of His pardoning 
grace, the more should we grieve for the 

1 1 Pet. ii. 3. 
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offences, which we most ungratefully com- 
mitted against such mercy. His forgive- 
ness does not make our repentance un-» 
necessary; but it should make it more 
sincere. St. Paul knew that he had obtained 
mercy ; but he never forgot that he was 
"thp chief of sinners/'^ "not worthy to be 
called an Apostle, because he persecuted 
the Church of Christ/' ' No, dear brethren, 
repentance even for pardoned sin should 
never cease but with Ufe. God forgets sin 
in proportion as we remember it. Rather, 
our penitence should grow deeper and more 
earnest, as our increasing experience of 
Grod's love strengthens the conviction of our 
own ingratitude and neglect, till the re- 
membrance of those sins, which called up 
the blush of shame and wrung out the tear 
of sorrow here, shall serve but to animate 
the thankfulness and swell the praises of 
etemity. 

8. But the most common mode of escap- 

1 1 Tim. i. 15. « 1 Cor. xv. 9. 
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ing from the awful warning of the text, is 
by admitting the necessity, but procrastina- 
ting the performance of repentance. " It is 
true," men say or think, " we must repent ; 
and we will ; but there is time yet. Youth 
is hardly the season for repentance ; or, we 
are too much occupied at present ; or, sick- 
ness wiU some day bring leisure and a 
warning at once ; or, as it really is of great 
importance, we will repent — next Lent, or 
next month, or next week," — anywhile but 
to-day. And thus time glides into eternity, 
and immortal souls perish. I do not know, 
dear brethren, that the preacher can say a 
word about the uncertainty of life, which 
you are not all ready to admit at once. 
You are taught it almost daily by the knell, 
the garb of mourning, the blanks in your 
own family and acquaintance, the death of 
those as young and as healthy as yourselves. 
No one of you dares promise himself another 
year, or even another day. And notwith- 
standing, though at any moment you may 
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die, you delay to do that before you die, 
which if you die without doing, you perish 
everlastingly ! And yet you are reasonable 
beings, sensible, doubtless, in this world's 
matters, and prudent; yet you leave to 
chance the happiness and misery of eternity. 
This it would be at the best, if a long life 
necessarily brought repentance with it. But 
it is not so. Procrastination not only delays 
repentance ; it renders it more diflficult and 
less probable. Habits of sin, carelessness 
and worldhness strengthen by indulgence ; 
conseience is weakened by neglect; the 
motives of religion, long heard but not 
listened to, lose their power; the Spirit 
resisted, grieved, quenched, strives no longer 
in the heart ; and the soul, which once would 
not, at length cannot, repent. And what a 
mistaken trust is that, which would make 
the bed of sickness the place of penitence ! 
None, at least, should so deceive themselves 
who know what a sick bed is. The languor 
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of disease, the distractions of pain, the 
wanderings of delirium, the dizziness of the 
weakened brain, — oh ! these are not the 
moraeuts for the most solemn transaction 
that can take place between the soul and its 
God on this side the grave. At such times 
even His holiest servants can hardly collect 
their thoughts for prayer: what can they 
do, who have all to do then ? What can 
be left them but despair? or that vague, 
groundless, apathetic hope that all yet may 
be well, scarcely less painful than despair 
itself ? Dear brethren, I will say nothing 
of the possible acceptance of a death-bed 
repentance. " One sinner was pardoned on 
the cross, that none might despair ; and but 
one, that none might presume/' But this I 
will say, that if any among us are delaying 
repentance, and trusting to the penitence of 
sickness and the death-bed, they are taking 
the surest course to make repentance una- 
vaiKng then. . They are rejecting the oflfera 
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of God ; they are accumulating sin ; they 
are grieving the Spirit ; they are tempting 
destruction. Now is our time of trial. Now 
is our day of repentance. Now is God 
waiting to be gracious to us. Now is His 
Spirit pleading with us. Listen to that 
voice. Obey that warning. It may be 
the last struggle of grace within you. Seek 
tnie and deep repentance. Search your 
own souls. Lay your sins in sorrowful 
confession before God. Ask for the light, 
the guidance, the convincing grace of the 
Holy Ghost. Resolve from this day forth 
to turn from sin and self to God ; to be 
whoUy and for ever His. Beheve it, dear 
brethren, this is the way of life. " If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness." " The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."^ 
But if not, His judgments on the impenitent 

1 1 John, i. 9, 7. 
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are written throughout His word, as in 
letters of fire : He is just as well as 
merciful, and will by no means clear the 
guilty; the Saviour himself has said it, 
"Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish." 



SERMON 11. 



THE NATURE OF REPENTANCE. 



2 Cor. vii. 10. 
Godly sorrow worketh repentance. 

We are little aware how much influence 
words exercise over us. Whenever an idea 
or train of ideas has become associated with 
a word, the occurrence of that word calls up 
those ideas ; often even when we have been 
warned that the word is being used in a 
different sense, or that the signification we 
have been in the habit of attaching to it, is 
incorrect. Many controversies would be at 
an end, if all words conveyed the same 
meaning to all minds. And important as 
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it is at all times to bear this consideration 
in remembrance, it is especially so in treat- 
ing or thinking on religious topics. The 
ambiguity of words, or the inaccuracy of 
the ideas connected with them in particular 
minds, is there, not only a fruitful source of 
questions which minister strife and impair 
charity, but also a cause of many errors in 
our faith and practice. I am not sure, 
whether the prevailing inadequate notions 
concerning repentance may not, in some 
degree at least, be traced to this source. 
In ordinary language we say that we repent, 
when we are sorry for having done or left 
undone something. " I repent that I came 
away so soon ; I repent that I did not take 
your advice/' This sorrow is, perhaps, the 
whole of the idea usually attached to the 
word; and this, it may be, sorrow of no 
very great intensity, as we apply the term 
to trifling acts and omissions. With such 
associations the word meets us in Scripture, 
and in the exhortations of God's ministers ; 
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and there is real danger that it may, ou this 
account, often fail of producing the right 
impression, and may leave the understanding 
deceived, and the conscience unalarmed. 
There are few, I suppose, who are not sorry 
that they have done wrong, or who are 
without an unpleasant conviction that they 
have left undone many of God's require- 
ments, which they ought to have done. 
None, perhaps, look back upon their past 
life without a feeling of regret that they 
have not spent it better. This is the feeUng 
they have been in the habit of associating 
with the word repentance ; and being con- 
scious of such a feeling in themselves, they 
are satisfied that they are repentant ; and on 
no better grounds appropriate to themselves 
the hopes, and expect the pardon, of the 
penitent. If the word repentance in Scrip- 
ture has (as it has) another and far deeper 
sense^ it is evident that theirs is a most 
dangerous error. "Except we repent, we 
must all perish;" and they are resting 
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contentedly on an appearance, without the 
reality, of repentance. 

If we were convinced by the considera- 
tions I brought before you in the last 
discourse (as I tnist in God's goodness we 
were) of the necessity of repentance, we 
shall at once perceive the importance of 
inquiring into the nature of true repentance. 
It is a subject with which our everlasting 
interests are closely bound up ; and much 
do we need, and earnestly should we pray 
for, the Hght and guidance of God's Holy 
Spirit. 

The words of the text alone are sufficient 
to show the inadequacy of the prevailing 
notion of repentance to which we alluded 
just now; sorrow — perhaps a very slight 
degree of sorrow — for what we have done 
or left undone. But, according to the 
Apostle, even ffodly sorrow — sorrow which 
has God both for its Author and its object ; 
sorrow, that is, wrought in us by God, and 
sorrow because we have oflFended God — 
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even this sorrow is not itself repentance. 
It " worketh repentance ; " precedes, pro- 
duces, and then forms part of true re- 
pentance. And, indeed, the word in the 
original,^ which we translate repentance, 
does not in itself imply sorrow at all, 
although that notion, too, came reasonably 
enough to be associated with it. It means 
an afterthougKt, a change of mind or heart, 
and is, therefore, nearly equivalent to con- 
version, It includes no less than " a tum- 
ing from darkness to Kght, from the power 
of Satan unto God/'^ d&ing works worthy 
of amendment of life. And when our Lord 
declared, "Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish," He enforced the same 
waming as when he said, " Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven."' 

In order, therefore, to form some ade- 

* Acte, xxvi. 18. 3 Matt. xviii. 3. 
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quate idea of true repentance, we must 
consider, first, the sorrow on which it is 
grounded ; and secondly, the change of heart 
or conversion, which is its essence. We 
may then direct our attention to one or two 
of its properties by which it is always accom- 
panied. 

I. " Godly sorrow worketh repentance." 
There is sorrow, then, in repentance; and 
so far the idea attached to the word ia 
correct. There is a real, lasting sorrow for 
sin, as sin. There is real sorrow ; not the 
mere confession of* the lips, which the heart 
has no part in, but pain (as the word ^ in 
the original signifies), for what we have 
done or left undone. It is true, that this 
pain will vary in degree in different breasts, 
according to the temperament, the character 
of the sins repented of, and the circum- 
stances which led them to repentance; so 
that it is neither wise to judge ourselves, 
nor charitable to judge others, by the 
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acuteness or dulness of penitential sorrow. 
Sorrow, however, there must be. He who 
can reflect without pain, that he has wasted 
his time and faculties, perilled his soul, 
broken his vows, disobeyed his God, and 
retumed his Redeemer's love with ingrati- 
tude» has not even the beginnings of true 
repentance. And I would the rather insist 
on this, because it may not be unusual to 
mistake for penitence a resolution to amend 
the life, springing from worldly motives, and 
having little in common with reUgion and 
God. Reformation without repentance is 
very possible: such reformation, I mean, 
as deceives the world, and may even de- 
ceive ourselves. Pride, or interest, or the 
exhaustion and disappointment and disgust 
consequent on self-indulgence, are often 
powerful enough to enable men to break off 
habits which have long enthralled them, and 
to exhibit to their congratulating &iends an 
altered course of hfe. They have their 
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reward. Their station in society is re- 
gained ; they escape the evils which, even 
in this life, vice usually entails ; they have 
often a proud satisfaction in the conquest of 
self, and vanity triumphs in the overthrow 
of vice. It is but the substitution of one 
sin for another : the heart is stUl unchanged. 
And one mark which betrays the counter- 
feit, is the absence of godly sorrow, — a real, 
humbling pain that we have sinned. When 
the Holy Spirit was convincing those who 
heard Peter on the day of Pentecost, they 
were first " pricked in their heart, and " then 
"said unto Peter, and to the rest of the 
Apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we 
do ?" * Paul himself, stricken and sorrow- 
ing, while " three days without sight, did 
neither eat nor drink."^ It was one of the 
reasons by which he urges the Corinthians 
to forgive and comfort their deeply guilty, 
but now repentant brother, "lest perad- 

1 Acts, ii. 37. 2 Acts, ix. 9. 



THE NATURB OF REPENTANCE. 83 

venture such a one should be swallowed up 
with overmuch sorrow." ^ You know how 
Peter's penitence first showed itself; "he 
went out and wept bitterly/'^ And who 
can forget the poignant sorrow, which 
poured itself out in the complaints of 
David's penitential psalms ? " I am weary 
with my groaning ; all the night make I my 
bed to swim, I water my couch with my 
tears."' "There is no soundness in my 
flesh, because of thine anger; neither is 
there any rest in my bones, because of my 
sin. For mine iniquities are gone over my 
head ; as a heavy burden they are too heavy 
for me. My wounds stink, and are corrupt, 
because of my fooKshness. I am troubled : 
I am bowed down greatly ; I go mourning 
all the day long/'* 

2. The sorrow for sin, as well as real, 
must be lasting. The pangs of a conscience 
ill at ease are often felt where there is no 

" 2 Cor. ii. 7. « Matt. xxvi. 76. 

* Ps. vi. 6. * Ps. xxxviii. 3-6. . 
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penitence ; and it needs to be deep-grained 
indeed in iniquity, before the last touches of 
shame, and pain, and even agony, have 
ceased to vibrate in the sinner's soul. But 
such stings, however sharp, are momentary. 
They are allayed by the wretched anodynes 
of worldly occupation or pleasure ; or some 
self-deluding doctrine is laid to still the 
conscience, which the heart secretly dis- 
believes, though it grasps it eagerly. But 
godly sorrow is an abiding feeUng. It may 
not always be so sharp as the pang of an 
upbraiding conscience, but it is always more 
lasting. It dwells in the heart. It may 
not preserve the overwhelming current of 
the first intensity, with which it bursts over 
some souls, but it flows with a deep and 
ceaseless stream. It fills the breast with a 
gentle sadness, which yet blends beautifuUy 
with the cheerfulness of trusting faith. It 
sobers, while it deepens, the joy of pardoned 
sin and the hope of future glory. It will 
not let the penitent forget, that^ though he 
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is redeemed, yet he has sinned ; that, though 
Christ is his, yet is he all iinworthy to be 
Christ's; that, though he is an heir of 
heaven, yet he is walking where he has 
fallen, amidst the temptations and broken 
resolutions of earth. It is, probably, the 
appearance of this habitual sorrow (as in 
some Cbristians it appearSy perhaps, too 
much) which helps the common misappre- 
hensioD, that religion is a duli and gloomy 
thing. Alas! the worldly do not know, 
that even the sorrows of religion have more 
peace than their joys. Painful though it 
may be, repentance is a purifying pain. 

3. But to continue : it is most important 
to observe, that the sorrow that works re- 
pentance is sorrow f or sin^ as sin. There 
may be pained and humbled feelings, acute 
and even lasting, which, failing in this, are 
not penitence. Many sins bring their 
punishment with them in this life. Health 
is impaired, or property injured, or reputa- 
tion blasted, and the peace of mind de- 
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stroyed ; and severely often is the oflfender 
burdened under these righteous consequences 
of his oflfences. There is, besides, the dread 
of future retribution, even a horror of judg« 
ment to come, felt by some, who yet love 
the sins, of which they fear the penalty. 
Now I do not mean,that such painful feelings 
never lead to true repentance; they are 
often the blows by which the heart of 
stone is broken : nor that they . do not 
sometimes niingle with the sorrows of even 
the sincerest penitent : but that they are 
not themselves godly sorrow. In them- 
selves, indeed, they do but " work death," 
multiply sin by exciting to murmuring, 
rebellion, despair, and sometimes lead to 
acts of desperation, or habits of sullen 
alienation from God. Such was the sorrow 
of Cain, of Esau, and of Judas. Godly 
sorrow grieves for sin, as sin ; as an offence 
against God. It feels its guilt, more than 
its danger : dreads God's displeasure, more 
than His punishments. It is humbled, as well 
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as alarmed; mouras for the transgression^ 
rather than for its sad effects. It longs to 
be purified, as well as pardoned ; and would 
think it little to be freed from the penalty, 
if it might not be absolved from the guilt. 
This it was, which gave its poignancy to 
David's sorrow. " I have sinned against 
the Lord." ^ " Against thee, thee only have 
I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight/'^ 
And this it is, — a real, lasting sorrow for 
sin, as sin, distinct from the suffering which 
may attend its consequences, — which 
" worketh repentance unto salvation not 
to be repented of." Let us ask each of 
ourselves, whether siich is our sorrow. 

II. But sorrow, even godly sorrow, is 
only the root of true repentance. It worh% 
it; it is not it itself. The growth may be 
blighted, and the plant perish. We have 
already seen, that the word rendered repent- 
ance, signifies a change of mind or heart, 
conversion. I may add, that it is to such a 

1 2 Sam. xii. 13. « Ps. H. 4. 
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change alone that the offers of pardonin Scrip- 
ture are made. This, — ^not mere sorrow, — ^is 
the only repentance recognised. To tum to 
the law, for example : " It shall come to 
pass," said Moses, " when all these things 
are come upon thee, the blessing and the 
curse, which I have set before thee, and 
thou shalt call them to mind among all the 
nations whither the Lord thy God hath 
driven thee, and shalt retum unto the Lord 
thy God, and shalt obey His voice according 
to all that I command thee this day, thou 
and thy children, with aU thine heart and 
with all thy soul ; that then the Lord thy 
God wiU turn thy captivity, and have com- 
passion upon thee." * The words of Ezekiel 
may serve as a sample of the uniform 
teaching of the prophets : " Repent and tum 
yourselves from all your transgressions ; so 
iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast away 
fix>m you all your transgressions, whereby 
ye have transgressed ; and make you a new 

^ Deut. XXX. 1-3. 
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heart and a new spirit ; for why will ye die, 
O house of Israel?"* The mission of our 
Lord's Apostles was to preach " repentance 
and remission of sins/'^ and it was thus 
expressed when our Saviour chose Paul to 
bear his message to the Gentiles : " Unto 
whom I now send thee, to open their eyes, 
and to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, 
and inheritance among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in me."' And 
accordingly, as the very " foundation of the 
doctrine of Christ," the Apostle mentions 
" repentance," not sorrow merely, but " re- 
pentance from dead works."* 

Ali repentance, then, implies not only 
real and lasting sorrow for sin, but a 
change : a change from what we have been, 
to what we should be : a tuming from sin, 
self, and the world, to God, his laws, and 

* Ezek. xviii. 30, 31. * Luke, xxiv. 47. 

» Acts, xxvi. 17, 18. * Heb. vi. 1. 
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holiness. It is not meant, that tlie change 
must be equally great in all. Some have 
been furtlier from God, and have further to 
return. Some have fallen into more and 
grosser sins, and need a more entire change 
to renew them in righteousness. Some 
have repented and turned to God, and 
have but fallen away, — inexcusably indeed, 
yet but for a time, — by weakness, inad- 
vertence, or the force of temptation. But 
all repentance, in its degree, is a turning, — 
it inay be a returning, — and a change. 
" As the distance from God is/' says Bishop 
Jeremy Taylor, " from whence we are to 
retire, so is the degree of our conversion. 
The term from whence is various ; but the 
term whither we go, is the same. All 
must come to God through Jesus Christ." * 
1. (1.) Godly sorrow for sin, then, must 
work and be accompanied by turning, first, 
from sin, and self, and the world. There 

* J. Taylor : " Unum N^cessarium." Works, vol. 
viii. 321. (Heber's Ed.) 
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must be a full purpose to renounce sin, all sin, 
with a special reference to those sins which 
most easily beset us, and by wbich we have 
cbiefly fallen. This is not the reformation 
of the world. There abstinence from one 
vice is compensated by the indulgence of 
some other passion : a compromise is eflfected, 
by which the sax;rifice of the heart's darling 
lust is spared. True repentance has nothing 
of this. Ali sin, everything contrary to 
God's will, is to be at once and for ever 
given up. Though become necessary as a 
right hand, though dear as a right eye, 
every sinful habit must be plucked out and 
cast from us. It is especially over his 
bosom sins, that the battle of the sinner's 
conversion is fought. There may before be 
convictions, there may be earnestness, there 
may be general reformation : but it is not 
till the decisive step is taken, the bosom 
sin sacrificed, that true repentance begins. 

(2.) Together with sin, the real penitent 
also turns from self. The impenitent and 
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unconverted, where, as is often the case, 
the life is free from the grosser faults 
against morality, are chiefly marked by 
this ; they live to self. Self is, in fact, their 
god. They love it, seek its glory, do its 
will, serve its interests. It is this, whose 
they are, and whom they serve. From this 
we must be turned. There must be an 
entire change of heart. Taught at last how 
vile his self is, how sinful, the penitent 
cannot love what is so stained, disgraced, 
and fallen. " I abhor myself," said Job, 
" and repent in dust and ashes."* He feels 
that, while living to himself, he has been 
robbing God of His due, and his Redeemer 
of the purchase of his blood. He is not 
his own. He never was his own ; but still 
less, when he had been bought with a price, 
that his body and his spirit might be God's.* 
He is resolved, then, to give up himself 
henceforth to his rightful Lord. He is 
" constrained,'' in the reality of penitence 

1 Job, xHi. 6. « 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 
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and by the force of gratefiil love, *' not to 
live henceforth unto himself, but unto him 
which died for him and rose again/'* 

(3.) Turning from sin and self, he turas, 
also, from the world. There sin reigns ; 
there seK finds its congenial element. To 
love the world is to be unacquainted with 
true religion ; " for if any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in 
him :"* and " Jesus Christ gave himself for 
our sins, that he might dehver us from this 
present evil world, according to the will of 
God and our Father."' From this, then, 
we must tum. There must be a decided 
abjuration of all worldKness : whether it be 
covetousness, the engrossing pursuit of busi- 
ness, deadening the soul and leaving neither 
time nor energies for God ; or the indulgence 
of vicious or dissipating pleasures, or the 
exces8 even of those that are innocent ; or 
the love of praise, — ambition, or pride, or 
vanity, or conceit. We must give up those 

1 2 Cor. v. 15. « 1 John, ii. 15. » Gal. i. 4. 
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places, company, and pursuits, which we 
have found productive of a spirit of world- 
liness, and which do not lie in the necessary 
path of our duty. We must be ready, not 
indeed to go out of the worid, but to live 
in it, as if not of it ; with our affections and 
hopes above, unmoved by its censures, care- 
less of its praise, unallured by its temptations ; 
willing " through evil report and through 
good report" to confess Christ before men, 
and anxious only to be accepted by Him. 

2. Repentance, then, is the tuming 
from sin, self, and the world : but it is also 
turning to God. That we have forsaken 
and disobeyed Him has been our sin ; to 
retum to Him with an eamest desire and 
purpose to obey Him must be our repent- 
ance. There must be a longing to be re- 
stored to His favour ; a longing to be made 
holy : an humble, steadfast, and effectual 
resolution to be always and altogether His. 

(1.) The soul,conscious of sin, and of God's 
just displeasure, longs for pardon and His 
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favour. It "hungers and thirsts after 
righteousness."^ It is wretched in its sin- 
ftdness, and feels that without God's mercy 
it mus t perish. " Hide thy face from my 
sins," it cries, " and blot out all mine ini- 
quities/'* '*Blessed is he whose transgres- 
sion is forgiven, and whose sin is covered/'' 
Thus thirsting, the penitent soul turas to 
God for mercy and for pardon. 

(2.) It longs, at the same time,for holiness. 
Sin, of which it is now deeply convinced, is 
a burden, a galling yoke. It hangs heavily 
on it. " Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death !"* To be set free from 
evil habits, to be enabled to throw off those 
besetting sins which dishonour God and 
endanger his soul, to be made pure and to 
grow in holiness, this is the earnest desire 
of the true penitent ; this is his brightest 
vision of happiness ; this his idea of the joy 

1 Matt. v. 6. « Ps. H. 9. 

3 Ps. xxxii. 1. * Rom. vii. 24. 
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of heaven. And to ask freedom, to find 
holiness, he tums to God. 

(3.) But he turns, consequently, with a 
steadfast and eflfectual resolution to be always 
and altogether His. Kepentance is no trans- 
ient disgust of sin, or passing wish to be 
better than we have been : but a deep-seated 
and permanent change. There must be, — 
mingled. it may be, with much fear and dis- 
tnist of self, many misgivings when we 
think of our past lives and broken reso- 
lutions, — yet a decided, trusting, hopeful 
purpose to be henceforth whoUy God's : a 
purpose, persevering amidst falls, surviving 
amidst temptations, and struggling on to- 
wards higher degrees of holiness under the 
protection and guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
We must make the whole of God's law our 
rule ; His pleasure our motive ; His glory 
our end. We have long enough " yielded 
our members servants to uncleanness and 
to imquity unto iniquity ;" we must " now 
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yield our members servants to righteousness 
unto holiness." ^ 

And here we must pause. Time will not 
allow us to speak of the other properties of 
true repentance at present. But one word 
in conclusion. I have purposely abstained 
from dwelling on the mode of the penitent 
sinner's acceptance with God ; this will be 
a subject for future consideration. But if 
any hear me, whose hearts are heavy with a 
sense of sin, and who are desirous to return 
to their offended God, and to find pardon 
and* hoUness there ; but who doubt their 
worthiness to come into His presence, and 
fear that their sins must have separated 
them from Him for ever ; let me point you, 
dear brethren, to our great and merciful 
High-Priest, Christ Jesus, who came to seek 
and save those who are lost; who poured 
out his blood to be the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world ; who now stands 
between us and the Father, the new and 

1 Bom. vi. 19. 

£ 
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living way by which sinners, all penitent 
sinners, may draw near to the throne of 
grace, and find mercy and grace to help in 
time of need. Go humbly, yet go trust- 
ingly to Him. Take Him your burdeu. 
Tell Him your need. He was " made like 
ns in all things, that he might be a mercifal 
and faithful high-priest in things pertaining 
to God, to make reconciliation for our sins." * 
He is able to succour you in your tempt- 
ation, for '*he himself hath suflfered being 
tempted."* "Heis able to save them to 
the uttermost that come to God by him, 
seeing that/' himself the etemal God, " he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them."* 
Go to him, then, with your sins, your weak- 
ness, your shame. Go to him with the 
leper's prayer, "Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean."* Throw yourself 
upon his mercy and power. " Him that 



1 Heb. u. 17. 2 Heb. ii. 18. 

» Heb. vii. 25. * Matt. viii. 2. 
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cometh to me/' he has said, " I will in no 
wise cast out/'* 

And if there be those who know little or 
nothing of the repentance of which we have 
been speaking, who have not felt their guilt 
a burden, and have not turned, nor are 
desu'ous to tum, from sin and self and the 
world to God, — oh that I might persuade 
you to go to the same Saviour for the re* 
pentance you need ! Is it, in the main, 
the teaching of Scripture that I have been 
delivering (however weakly and imperfectly), 
or is it not ? Does not our Lord himself say, 
that " except ye be converted, ye cannot en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven ;** that " ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all Ukewise perish ? " 
Then where is your repentance ? Will you 
rest satisfied in acknowledged danger, with 
his own warning sounding in your ears ? 
Will you not go to Him for penitence? 
" Him hath God exalted with his right hand 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give re- 

1 Jolin, vi. 37. 
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pentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins/" 
Ask repentance from him and through him. 
Ask to know yourselves. Ask for a con- 
viction of your sinfulness. Ask for that 
"hunger and thirst after righteousness," 
which assuredly " shall be jBlled." Ask to 
be tumed in real, lasting sorrow for past 
transgressions, from sin and self and the 
world to God. Ask for that " godly sorrow 
which worketh repentance unto salvation, 
never," now or in after years, in life or in 
death, in this world or in etemity, — " never 
to be repented of." 

1 Acts, v. 31. 
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THE PROPEBTIES OF TRUE 
REPENTANCE. 



PsALM xxxii. 5. 



I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity 
have I not hid. I said, I will confess my trans- 
gressions unto the Lord ; and thou forgavest the 
iniquity of my sin. 

The necessity of repentance is so distinctly 
asserted in the Word of God, and yet it is 
a duty neglected so commonly, or so inade- 
quately performed, that there must be some 
widely prevalent misconception as to its 
nature, to enable so many, who yet are 
neither ignorant of the Bible, nor deny its 
divine authority, to live impenitent with a 
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tolerably quiet conscience. The general 
notion of repentance is a somewhat vague, 
and very inoperative sorrow for not having 
lived so well as we might; for having 
done what we ought not to have done ; and 
for having left undone what we ought to have 
done : and as there are very few who have 
not some degree, at least, of such sorrow, so 
there are many, who, without any real peni- 
tence, are able to hear unmoved our Saviour's 
awful waming, " Except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish." I endeavoured in the 
last discourse to point out the inadequacy of 
this too common notion of repentance ; and 
to show, that, though there must be sorrow 
— real, lasting, sorrow for sin, as sin — yet 
that this only worha true repentance, which 
is a change of mind or heart, conversion 
from sin and self and the world to God, 
longing for pardon, longing for holiness, 
and with a sincere and effectual resolution 
to be in future wholly His. I will now add, 
as some of the properties of true repentance. 
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that it must be accompanied with confession; 
that it must be humble ; that it should be 
penitential ; and that it comes from Christ. 
May the blessing of God and the teaching 
and convincing influences of the Holy Spirit 
be with us as we proceed. 

I. Tnie repentance, then, must be accom- 
panied hy confession. It might be urged, 
indeed, and is, that, as God knows our 
hearts better than we do ourselves, we can 
confess nothing but what He is acquainted 
with already ; nay, that He knows far more 
than we can discover and confess. And 
this is true. It is for our sakes, not HiSy 
He would have us confess, as it is for our 
sakes, not His, that He has taught us to 
pray. He will not learn of us ; but we shall 
learn of Him. Confession, indeed, is the 
natural expression of true repentance. " Out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh." ^ While, indeed, there is only a 
sorrow for having done wrong, while the 

1 Matt. xii. 24. 
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heart is unchanged, there will often be an 
unwillingness to confess, a sullen pride which 
rather makes us wrap our transgressions 
closer, and conceal them, if we could, even 
from our own gaze. We are ashamed of 
our fault, but we are more ashamed of own- 
ing our own shame. But when the heart 
is pierced with a sense of sin, softened and 
humbled, one of its first impulses is to con- 
fess. " When " the prodigal son " came to 
himself," (the expression is remarkable) his 
first emotion was the conviction of his 
wretchedness, and " he said, How many 
hired servants of my father's have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger : " his second was a resolution to 
confess : " I will arise and go to my father, 
and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy son."^ It is 
on this account, that among men the frank 
confession of a fault is likely to enlist our 

1 Luke, XV. 17-19. 
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sympathies and smooth the way to forgive- 
ness, because we naturally take it as an 
index of a sincere repentance. And there- 
fore, probably, that we may judge ourselves 
as we judge others, and may not be satisfied 
with a sorrow which is not deep enough to 
humble us, God has required confession of 
sin as a condition of its pardon. The ex- 
perience of David, as expressed in the text, 
is very striking. " When I kept silence/* 
he says, " my bones waxed old, through my 
roaring all the day long. For day and 
night thy hand was heavy upon me: my 
moisture is turned to the drought of sum- 
mer. I acknowledged my sin unto thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, 
I will confess my transgressions unto the 
Lord ; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my 
sin/' "He that covereth his sins," said 
Solomon, " shall not prosper ; but whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them, shall have 
mercy:"^ — words which, under the law. 

1 Prov. xxviii. 13 
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are remarkably parallel to St. John's teach- 
ing under the Gospel : " If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive onrselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithf ul and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." ' 
The penitent, then, full of the sense of his 
own sinfiilness, and longing for pardon, will 
pour out his soul before God in sorrowful 
confession ; concealing nothing ; for what 
should he hide from Him who knows all 
things ? — extenuating nothing ; for he is con- 
scious that he has not yet learnt half his 
sinfulness, as it appears to God ; — ^but laying 
before Him exactly what he feels, spreading 
out the sad record of his offences, his omis- 
sions, his broken vows, his aggravated 
ingratitude. And as he confesses, the 
knowledge of himself will become fuUer and 
sadder ; the eye of the all-seeing God, in 
whose full gaze he has, as it were, placed 
himself, will light up the secret chambers of 

1 1 John, i. 8, 9. 



TEUB BEPENTANCE. 59 

his breast; sins, unseen before, will one by 
one appear, and others, too dimly appre- 
hended, will grow into distinctness as ex- 
ceeding sinful. And thus confession aids 
the repentance, of which it forma a necessary 
part. 

Confession to God is necessary to true 
repentance. But there are cases, when it is 
the penitent's duty, and others, when it is 
his interest, to confess also to man. Com- 
pulsory confession. indeed, to the priest, as 
exacted by the Bx)mish Church, is nowhere 
directed in Scripture : and nothing but a 
distinct precept of Scripture, could oblige 
to a practice, which has been found to lead 
easily to the most fearfui abuses. But 
where our offeuces have been against our 
neighbour, we are bound, where we can, to 
Gonfess to him and to seek his forgiveness. 
Nay, our readiness or unwiUingness to do 
so, may be the test of the sincerity of our 
repentance. It is a humiliating act ; and 
the proud heart revolts from it. But then 



60 THE PE0PBRTIE8 OP 

where is our change of heart, our conversiou 
from sin to holiness, if, while we fancy we 
have humbled ourselves before God, we are 
too proud to confess our faults to men? 
Another case in which, if not necessary, it 
is expedieiit to confess our sins to men, is 
when we do it to obtain their advice, their 
sympathy, and their prayers. Whether it 
be from a prevalent want of humiUty, or 
from a morbid dread of the word confession, 
which is a natural reaction from the corrupt 
practices of the Church of Rome, this mode 
of mutual edification is strangely neglected 
among Christians now. Yet the words are 
as plain, and the reason as cogent, as any 
which stand upon the pages of Scripture: 
" Confess your faults one to another, and 
pray for one another, that ye may be healed. 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much.'* ^ The Apostle recom- 
mends the mutual confession and intercession 
of Christian friends. And as ministers 

^ James, v. 16. 
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sliould be by their profession usually the 
best advisers in cases of conscience, and 
are, or ought to be, every penitent's ready 
and sympathising friends, so to them the 
stricken or perplexed soul will often have 
recourse. And tliiis there is a sense in 
which those dreaded words ' confession to 
the priest' (in one sense justly dreaded, for 
the iniquity of ages is upon them) may 
express an edifying practice, and even at 
times a duty. And thus our Church, in 
her invitation to the Communion, invites 
those 'who cannot quiet their own con- 
science, but require farther comfort or coun- 
sel, to come to some discreet and learned 
minister of God's Word, and open his grief, 
that by the ministry of God's holy Word 
he may receive the benefit of absolution, 
together with ghostly counsel and advice, 
to the quieting of his conscience, and avoid- 
ing of all scruple and doubtfulness/ ' Let 

^ Exliortation in giving warning for the celebra- 
tion of the Holy Communion. 
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me only add, first, that canfession to man, 
though it ought in some cases to be added 
to, must never supersede, confessdoa to God ; 
and secondly, that care must be taken, lest 
confession itself should be made the minister 
of sin. When we lay our penitence before 
a fellow-mortal, we may, if we are not on 
oiir guard, be vain even of our penitence. 

II. And this leads us to consider, secondly, 
that true repentance must always be humUe. 
AU pride implies more or less of ignoranoe. 
If we could see ourselves as God and, maybe, 
angels see us, we could be proud no longer. 
Rather, we should abhor ourselves, and sink 
confused and ashamed in the ashes of the 
lowest humiliation. But the conviction of 
sin, which is the first step of repentance, is 
a conviction of our true state. The film is 
withdrawn more or less perfectly from the 
eye of the soul. We begin to know our- 
selves. We thought that we were "rich 
and increased with goods and had need of 
nothing :" we find that we " are wretched 
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and miserable and poor and blind and 
naked/'* Our heartis corrupt to an extent 
of which we never dreamed. Our sins are 
far more numerous, and far more aggravated, 
than we could have endured patiently to be 
told. Our virtiies are mingled with sin, or 
issue from a tainted source. We are not 
worthy to be called God's sons. And many 
whom we despised before, the poor in this 
world's station, or wealth, or talent, or ac- 
quirements, but ricli in faith and the favour 
of God, we now esteem far above us in the 
kingdom of heaven. We had gone up 
much too high : we " begin with shame to 
take the lowest room." And thus it is, 
that humility is the necessary entrance to 
salvation. The penitent alone can be par- 
doned ; and the penitent always are humble. 
The ** contrite and humble spirits" are joined 
by Him who promises to dwell with such.* 
And therefore, dear brethren, where pride 
and vanity are, dreams of ambition or the 

^ Rev. iii. 17. « Isaiah, Ivii. 15. 
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comfortable reveries of self-esteem ; where 
the praise of men is drunk in eagerly, and 
the pulse yet beats high with the love of 
admiration; where self-righteousness is 
satisfied with what it has done, and spiritual 
pride thanks God that it is not as other 
men are; nay, when men are proud of their 
humiliation, and look round, as it were, for 
the praise of their penitence; there is no 
true repentance. The soul where God's 
grace is, is deeply, thoroughly, unaffectedly 
humble. 

III. Thirdly, trae repentance will be pe- 
nitential: it will lead the penitent to be 
severe against himself, in proportion to the 
character of his besetting sins. This is, I 
am aware, an unpalatable doctrine; and 
many will at once reclaim against it, as if 
it involved all the errors of penance and 
self-inflicted ansterities, considered as ex- 
piatory for sin. But let us beware of being 
frightened from duty by names ; especially 
when the duty is one, which our self-in- 
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dulgent habits would lead us gladly to 
shrink from. Nothing can atone for sin, 
but the blood of Christ. There is no par- 
don for sin, but by God's mercy through 
Christ. The only way of obtaining remis- 
sion is to return to God by Christ in sin- 
cere repentance and lively faith. Nothing 
that we can do, that the whole world could 
do, could expiate a single sin. No such 
expiation is needed ; for it was made when 
Christ died. But we have to be sanctified, 
as well as pardoned. Gur sins must be 
forsaken, as well as remitted. And true 
repentance turns away from sin to God and 
holiness. But sins long indulged, even with 
the grace of the Holy Ghost, cannot be over- 
come without a struggle. The deeds of the 
body must be mortified; the carnal mind 
denied. The law of the mind must war 
against the law in the members. In the 
strength of God the yoke of sin must be 
broken ; and therefore must true repentance 
be penitential. The truth is, the real peni- 

p 
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tent hates and dreads sin. He has leamt 
something of its moral deformity; he has 
felt that it was ruining his soul. He, there- 
fore, hates and dreads, in their degree, the 
oceasions and Instruments of his sin : and 
willingly denies himself, however great may 
be the effort, whatever he has found to bear 
such bitter fruits. He wiU, therefore, 
whenever he can consistently with his 
duty, cut off unsparingly all oceasions of 
sin. I say, 'when consistently with his 
duty/ for even duty wifl minister occasion, 
and temptations meet us everywhere, even 
in the narrow way. Here they must be 
faced and resisted, not avoided. But else- 
where, where he may, the penitent will cut 
them off. Amusements, which have led into 
sin, or prepared for it by dissipating the 
mind, impeding prayer, and checking grace ; 
society, which has left the stain of impurity, 
deadened with an atmosphere of worldUness, 
or flattered into an esteem of self and for- 
getfulness of sin ; scenes, which of them- 
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selves or by old association call up a train 
of sinfal thought; employments, which, 
though harmless perhaps to others, have 
been to him the source and occasion of 
evil ; all these he will sacrifice. It may at 
times be hard: some things the natural 
heart wiU yeam after : the selfish reason 
wiU be ingenious in pleading for one prac 
tice, or exiDusing the other: but it is too 
fearful a risk to trifle with, — the risk of 
sinning again. " What is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul?"^ 

And so, too, he will " mortify his mem- 
bers which are upon the earth."^ His 
appetites and passions have led him into 
sin. He has now by God's grace to master 
his appetites and passions, lest they should 
do so again. He, therefore, denies them 
what they crave for, even when they might 
be indulged without sin. He puts a re- 
straint upon his desires. He aims habitu- 

1 Matt. xvi. 26. « Col. iii. 6. 
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ally at subduing his own will ; and is glad 
tp submit it often to the will of others in 
matters indifferent, even where it is not 
shackled by the will of God. The disci- 
pline will vary according to the besetting 
sin of each. He who has been sensual, 
will deny himself by fasting; he who has 
been covetous, by liberal alms ; he who has 
been proud, by acts of humble ministration 
to the wants of others ; he who has been 
indolent, by forcing himself to exertion. 
Self-denial, dear brethren, — not for the 
purpose of expiating sin, but in order by 
God's grace to avoid it,— is the true penance 
of the Christian penitent. 

Does this seem a hard sajdng to you? 
Are you ready to call it legal preaching, or 
by some other of the hard names which 
men are so ready to throw before them, to 
cover their retreat from truths they do not 
like? Search and see, I beseech you, 
whether the iron of true penitence has yet 
entered into your soul. Men do not tampar 
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» 

with what they hiate ; nor willingly venture 
near to what has perilled their hves. You 
woiild not spare sin or self, if you knew the 
sinfulness of self and the deformity and 
.danger of sin. 

But you may say, you tnist to be de- 
livered from the power of sin by the aid of 
the Holy Ghost, for whose grace you daily 
pray. You do well : He alone can dehver 
you. But will He help you, while you do 
nothing for yourselves? Does He not 
work by you, as well as in you ? Has He 
promised to save you from temptations, 
which you seek, or might avoid? Or is 
self-denial less necessary now than it was ? 
Can you be saved on easier terms than the 
Apostle ? — or is there now a broad and level 
road to holiness ? " Every mau," said one, 
remember, "separated from his mother's 
womb" to be a "chosen vessel" to God, 
converted by a miracle, in whom the grace 
of God shone with a lustre with which we 
have nothing to compare,— " every man that 
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striveth for the mastery is temperate in all 
things. Now they do it to obtain a cor- 
ruptible crown; but we an incorraptible. 
I therefore so run. not as uncertainly; so 
fight I, not as one that beateth the air : but 
I keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection ; lest that by any means, when 
I have preached to others, I myself should 
be a castaway."' In Paul, and in all trae 
penitents, it is " God which worketh both 
to will and to do of His good pleasure :" 
but this is the very reason he gives, why 
we should "work out our own salvation 
with fear and trembling/'* The grace of 
the Holy Spirit must free us from our past 
sins, and enable us to grow in holiness: 
and therefore, because he does so, our re- 
pentance, if real, must be penitentid. 

IV. Lastly, we have to remark of true 
repentance, that it comes/rom Christ And, 
therefore, the sorrow which works it is"godly 
sorrow :" for Christ is God. It comes from 

1 1 Cor. ix. 25-27. « PhiL ii. 12, 13. 
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lim in two ways; first, as it is given by 
him ; secondly^ as it proceeds &om a sense 
of his love. 

1. It is his ^t : " Him hatli God exalted 
with his right hand to be a prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins/'^ It was one, and one 
of the most precious, of those gifts which he 
received to give to men, " yea, to the rebel- 
lious also," when he " ascended up on high, 
and led captivity captive."^ Shed forth by 
him, the Holy Spu-it moves in the sinner's 
heart, and wakens there a godly sorrow. 
" When he is come/' said our Saviour, " he 
will reprove," or convince, "the world of 
sin."' And when he was come, they who 
heard the Gospel, " were pricked in their 
heart."* He opens the eye of the soul to 
see its own state ; teaches the holiness and 
spirituality of God's law ; beats down proud 
and self-satisfied imaginations and the sub- 

1 Acts, v. 31. « Ps. kviii. ]8. 

3 John, xvi. 8. * Acts, ii, 87. 
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terfiiges of self-deceiving reason; works a 
real, lasting sorrow for sin, as sin ; converts 
the soul from sin and self and the world to 
God; gives the hunger and thirst for par- 
don, the longing for holiness, the steadfast, 
effectual purpose to be wholly God's, which 
belong to true repentance ; leads to sad and 
unreserved confession ; humbles the penitent 
in the dust; assists him in his self-denial 
and penitential efforts to conquer sin ; in a 
word, makes him " a new ereature," " turn- 
ing him from darkness unto light, from the 
power of Satan unto God/' Ali is His 
work : and all, therefore, milike the sorrow 
of the world which leads to sin and '* worketh 
death/' tends to the sanctification of man 
and the glory of God. 

2. But besides being the gift of Christ 
by the Spirit, true repentance may also 
be said to come from Christ, as proceeding 
from a sense of his love. It is true, indeed, 
that a conviction of God's holiness and 
justice will often make the sinner pause 
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and tremble, and even break off for a time 
the sins, of whicli the penalties are so tre- 
mendous. But a sense of these attributes 
alone rather makes us shrink from God, 
than draws us to Him. We would shun 
thoughts so fearful; and often we succeed. 
At the best, the soul is alarmed and sor- 
rowful; it is not converted. True repent- 
ance has no existence, till the door of hope 
is opened, and the mercies of God in Christ 
draw us to Him by the cords of love. It 
is, indeed, a thought to stir the very depths 
of the heart, and awaken every better feehng 
of sorrow, desire, and gratitude : — God, the 
Creator and Lord of all, just and beneficent 
to all, the source to all of innumerable 
blessings, yet neglected, disobeyed, met 
with rebellion and ingratitude, but still 
loving His sinftd world, still ready and 
willing to be reconciled in that way which 
His infinite love has ordained ; the eternal 
Son of God, given by His Father for us, 
while we were yet sinners; giving himself 
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for us to the low estate, the weaknesses, 
temptations, sorrows of our humanity, to 
opposition, insult, scorn, the agony, and the 
cross ; in meek and gentle patience bearing 
yet with our wilfulness, offering us freely 
the pardon he so dearly bought, inviting us 
by his word, his providence, his ministers, 
entreating us to come to him and be saved ; 
promising us the aid of the Holy Spirit, 
freedom from sin, pardon and pea€e, the 
love of his Father, the adoption of sons, the 
inheritance of heaven. Ohl must not the 
hard heart melt under the beams of such 
love as this ? Does not sin, our sin, com- 
mitted against such a God and Saviour, 
appear exceeding sinful? Can we but 
return, when thus invited, thus entreated, 
thus redeemed ? Shall we hesitate to give 
up sin, self, the world, for Hira who gave 
His only-begotten Son — who gave Himself 
— for us? Must not the "love of Christ 
constrain us, because we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then were all dead: 
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and that he died for all, that they whicli 
live should not henceforth Kve unto them- 
selves, but unto him which died for them 
and rose again?"^ 

Dear brethren, — ^I trust there are some, 
I hope there are many among you, who 
know the penitence which springs from 
love. Let the Saviour's love, which first 
woke that repentance, deepen and increase 
it now. Dwell on his love, till your own 
sins grow more hateful, and his mercy more 
precious ; till you are drawn further from 
the world and self, closer to him; till 
humbled for your own unworthiness, you 
feel that in him you are " at peace with 
God," freed from condemnation, and grow- 
ing in hoUness as heirs of heaven. 

But there are those also who do not 
repent; whose hearts know little of their 
sinfdness, or who, knowing something of 
it, tum uneasily from the thought. Dear 
brethren, I have sought to warn you, as 

» 3 Cor. v. 14, 15. 
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one who must give account of my ministry 
to God, that " except ye repent, ye must 
all likewise perish." Let me now entreat 
you by the love of Christ. You know what 
he has done for you. I need not recall to 
you his humiliation^ his suffermgs, his death. 
" Never was sorrow like unto his sorrow." 
And this was for you : for you, though you 
have thought not of him ; for you, though 
you have disobeyed him ; for you, aye, even 
though you have scoffed at him and reviled 
him. To you he is now offering pardon by 
the voice of his minister. For you he still 
stands ready to intercede with God. Your 
sins, all your sins, may be blotted out for 
ever. The love of the Father may be yours, 
the privileges of children, holiness and 
heaven. Will you resist such love? Do 
you believe these things, and can they 
pass by you as words with which you have 
no concern? Have you neglected such a 
Saviour, wilfully offended such a God, and 
have no fear, no shame, no sorrow ? Oh, go 
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home, and meditate on his love. Think of 
the eternal Son of God humbled to the 
death of the cross for you ; willing even now 
to receive, to pardon, to save you. Think 
of your own neglect, omissions, sins, broken 
resolutions, hardness of heart, and ingrati- 
tude ; apd then kneel down and pray for 
repentance. And may He whom " God 
exalted with his right hand to give repent- 
ance and remission of sins," hear you, and 
send his Spirit into your hearts, and granit 
you true penitence and a hvely faith, and 
wash away your sins, and renew you by 
his grace, and make you His now and for 
ever ! 



SERMON IV. 
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Ps. xix, 13. 



Who can understand his errors ? Cleanse tbou me 

from secret faults. 

" SoRROW for sin," says St. Chrysostom, 
"is the only sorrow which benefits. He 
who sorrows for the loss of riches, does not 
repair his loss. He who sorrows for the 
departed, does not raise the dead. He who 
sorrows for sickness, not only does not 
recover thereby, but even* increases the 
disease. But he who sorrows for sin, and 
he alone, is benefited by his sorrow/** 

1 Chrysos. in Epist. II. ad Cor. Hom. XV. 
(tom. X. 640. Par. 1837.) 
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Godly sorrow, working repentance, brings 
us to the cross^ and there our sins are 
washed away. We are fit objects for our 
Saviour's compassion. We have gone in 
painful consciousness of our disease, though 
it be but to touch the hem of his garment ; 
and sooner or later shall hear the gracious 
words, " Go in peace ; thy sins be forgiven 
thee/* Who would not welcome sorrow 
which brings such joy? Who would not 
desire " repentance/' which is " unto salva- 
tion not to be repented of ? '' 

Let nie be permitted, dear brethren, to 
address you as those who are convinced of 
the^ necessity of repentance, and not un- 
acquainted with its nature ; and who are 
eamest and anxious to repent truly, or to 
deepen the repentance you abeady feel. 
I will not, then, dwell on our Saviour's 
awful waming, " Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish :'* nor do more than 
recall to your memory, that true repentance 
is not only a real, lasting, sorrow for sin, as 
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sin, but also a change of mind or heart, a 
turning from sin, self, and the world, to God, 
longing for pardon and holiness, and deter- 
mining to be wholly God's; that it is 
accompanied by confession, that it is hum- 
ble, that it should be penitential, and that 
it comes from Christ, both as his gift by 
the Spirit, and as springing from a sense of 
his love. I wiU rather proceed, entreating 
God's guidance and blessing, to consider 
the aids of penitence ; what we must do, if 
we would truly repent. 

I. And here, indeed, we take up the sub- 
ject at the point where we dropped it in the 
last discourse. We then saw, that tme re- 
pentance comes from Christ ; is his gift by 
the Spirit. It follows, then, that if we 
would have true repentance, we must seek 
it from him : and, therefore, the first of the 
aids of penitence is prayer. 

It is with the soul's diseases, as it was 
with the bodily infirmities our Lord healed, 
when on earth. He would have them brought 
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to him. He would have the sufferers ask. 
He never sent away those who came to him, 
without a cure; but he seldom worked a 
cure iinsought. And if we need his grace, 
we must pray for it. He " is exalted by the 
right hand of God to give repentance unto his 
people ;" but he gives it on his own con- 
ditions : "Ask and it shall be given you; seek 
and ye shall find ; knockand it shall be opened 
unto you/'^ If, then, our hearts are too 
cold and unconceraed ; if we do not know 
aright the evil of sin, and our own sinful- 
ness ; if we have not turned, or have turned 
but partially,from sin and self and the world, 
to God; if we waver yet between two 
opinions, or have not yet determined to 
be wholly His ; if we shrink from con- 
fession or from self-denial, or our proud 
heart still cUngs to its own righteousness 
or to human praise ; if, in short, we want 
" godly sorrow," or if sorrow, even if godly, 

1 Luke, xi. 9. X^^ 

i 
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has not yet "worked repentanoe/' let us 
pray. Let us pray for seE-knowledge ; tfaat 
we may have our eyes opened to our true 
state ; tbat we may be convinced of our 
sinfulness ; that atl those vain and self- 
tDomplacent thoughts whicli sland between 
us and truth, may be swept away by tbe 
breath of grace ; that the flattery or admira^ 
tion or iiespect of toaen may no longer bUnd 
us to our condition in God's sight ; that the 
light of heaven may disclose to us the secret 
recesses of oui* breasts, and bring out into 
fiiU consciousness our sins of omission and 
commission, our ignorance and neghgence, 
our rebellion, ingratitude and guilt; that 
we may be thoroughly humbied «t flie 
sight, and be able to say, no longet as a 
form, from which the heart, perhap», «e- 
cretly revolts, but as the natu3*al expre^oii 
of the sense of sin within, ** Grod have 
mercy upon us, miserable smnett." Such 
was the prayer of the Psaimist in the text. 
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" Who can underBtand his enors ? Cleanse 
thou ma firom secret faultA."" 

Let UB pray also for real and lasting 
sorrow : that we may know, not only our 
sinMness, but the cfaaractear and danger of 
san ; that we may feel it to be dkobedienoe 
to our Creator» rebdlion against our King, 
aggravated ingratitude towards our Father, 
B^i^actor, and Redeem^, the breach of 
our own vows, the disgrace of our nature, 
the ruin of our souls ; that we may appre«- 
head it separating between us and Ood, 
«ucifying aur Saviour afresh, and putting 
him to open shame; grieving, resisting, 
quenchu)g the Holy Spirit^ defiling the 
ti^nple which «hould be his^ and making it 
izistead the congenial haunt of fiends ; that 
our hearts may be bowed and broken with 
a deep sense of our unworthiness, and that 
WB majr feel and moum for the burden of 
onr ginlt. 

Let us pray, lastly, to be turned from sin 
to God : for grace to forsake sin ; for a dean 
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heart and a right spirit ; to be raised from 
the death of sin to the life of righteousness ; 
to be made " new creatures ; *' for hunger 
and thirst after righteousness ; for a desire 
of holiness; for a steadfast purpose to be 
wholly God's ; for love " to constrain us to 
live no longer to ourselves, but to him who 
died for us and rose again." Let us re- 
member and take up the Prophet^s prayer : 
" Tum thou me, and I shall be tumed ; for 
thou art the Lord my God." * 

And let these prayers be eamest, per- 
severing, and trusting. Earnest; — ^for is it 
not true of too many of our prayers, that 
they are little more than words ? Even if 
the attention is given to the sense, the heart 
does not go with the request of our petitions, 
They are not the cry of want. We know 
what the prayer of the hungry is for bread, 
of the perishing for life: why should the 
sinner be less earnest for grace ? Our Ups 
may repeat for years, unheard, the same 

^ Jer. xxxi. 18. 
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uhfelt petitions. When the heart speaks, 
its voice pierces the heavens. But it is not 
always answered at once ; therefore, let our 
prayers be persevering. God often sees it 
good for us to wait : it tries our earnestness, 
illustrates our faith, and, at length, displays 
more strikingly His mercy. Seven times 
had EUjah's servant to ascend Carmel, while 
the prophet lay on the earth, his face be- 
tween his knees, before "the little cloud 
Uke a man's hand/' rose from the sea in 
answer to his prayers.^ And therefore, let 
us not think that God hears not, because 
He answers not : or because our hearts are 
still duli and unmoved, and we yet know 
little of penitential sorrow, and our reform* 
ation is languid, intermittent, and incom- 
plete, that the dew of divine grace is 
denied us, and our souls left to barrenness. 
It is not so. God waits, that we may wait 
on Him. His promises to prayer stand 
firm. Let us persevere; and "in due 

1 1 Kings, xviii. 42-44. 
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seasem we shall reap, if we faint Dot/'* 
For, lastly, our prayers must be trustinff. 
To know that God has prcnnised to answer 
prayer, and yet to doabt that He will 
answer ours, is to discredit His yeracity, 
akin to " making God a liar/'^ He would 
haye ns rest our petitions on His own word ; 
and to such pn^ers only has He promised 
an answer. " What things soever ye desire 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have them."' '' Let him ask in 
faith, nothing warering. For he that waver- 
ethy is like a wave of the sea, driven with the 
wind and tossed. For let not that man 
think that he shall receive any thing of the 
Lord." * Prayer, then, thus eamest, perse- 
vering^ and trusting, for self-knowledge, 
sorrow for sin, and conversion, is the first 
and most powerful weapon for him who 
desires true lepentance. 

But though real penitence is the gift and 

1 Gal. vi. 9. «1 John, v. 10. 

' Mark, xi. $24. * James, i. 5-7. 
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work of God, and must be soi^ght from Him 
i» prayer, yet as He oydinarily works (as 
we bave said) hy us as well as in us^ there 
is more to be doqe by him who would be 
penitent, It is true, indeed, that our 
beayenly Father sometimes brings His 
people to repentance without any conscioiis 
effort of their own, aud, almoat ere they 
have heard His invitatiou, compels them tp 
Qome in. Sometimes His judgments cras^i 
around tbem ; and^ startled from indifPer- 
ence and seourity by some awful visitation, 
they awake to an overpowering conviction 
of their guilt and danger. Sometinies the 
same hand is laid, but more gently, on 
themselves^ and sorrow^ or sickness, or be- 
reavement, draws the veil : they are forced 
by a^ction into themselves, and start to 
find there, in their own bosoms, sins they 
never noted before, h^bits of which they 
Bever felt the guilt, penis which it now 
iseam» madness to nsk again. Or other 
few, trained carefully ifli the daily observ- 
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ance of their baptismal vow, living in 
conscious enjoyment of their baptismal 
privileges, taught by the Holy Spirit, "to 
have their senses exercised to discem both 
good and evil/'^ have such a seusitive per- 
ception of evil, aim habitually at so high a 
Standard of holiness, and are from use so 
almost instinctively watchful, that every 
fault, even those which pass by others un- 
heeded, faUs distinct upon their conscience, 
as a blot on a white robe. But I am 
speaking to those who are anxious for their 
soul's salvation, who know that they must 
repent, but who feel themselves deficient in 
godly sorrow and the sincerity of heart- 
renewing penitence. And even those, who 
have been driven, as it were, or drawn 
forcibly to the knowledge of their sin, have 
need to be careftd that the impression thus 
made, be not by time or circumstance or 
error obUterated. Such things may well be, 
and are. They have need of the same means 

1 Heb. y. 14. 
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to deepen, that others have to awaken and 
invigorate, their sense of sin. Now, since 
all sin is negligent or wilful disobedience 
to God's will, to kilow and feel our sinful- 
ness aright, we must become acquainted with 
our state, and must leam what the will of 
God is. Hence arise two duties incumbent 
on those who would be truly penitent, self- 
examination and the study of God's word. 

II. Self-examination, then, in order to 
penitence, is the next duty we have to 
consider. This is a practice indispensable 
to him who would lead a reUgious life, and' 
has always been the habit of God's true 
people. "I thought on my ways/' said 
David, "and tumed my feet unto thy 
testimonies/'^ "Let us search and try our 
ways," exhorts Jeremiah, " and turn again 
to the Lord."^ When God would call the 
Jews to repentance by His prophet Haggai, 
the message is, " Thus saith the Lord of 

^ Ps. cxix. 59. * Lam. iii. 40. 
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Hosts, Consider your ways."' St. Paul 
often alludes to this duty as a necessary part 
of Christian training. "Let every man 
prove his own work."* ^*Examine your- 
selves, whether ye be in the faithj prove 
your own selves/' ' And with more especial 
reference to the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper, where, however, true repentance 
and a contrite heart are the very garb of 
acceptable guests : " But let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup."* It might, indeed, 
seem needless to multiply passages to prove 
80 reasonable a duty. How can men repent 
of sins they do not search for, or walk 
aright, without watching their steps ? But 
I fear, my brethren, that, though very necea* 
sary, 8elf-examination is very much neg- 
lected. It requires more effort than many 
choose to give, who yet believe themselves 

^ Hag. i. 7. « Gal. vi. 4. 

« ^ Cor. xiii. 5. * 1 Cor. xi. 28. 
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to be reKgious. It is easy to listen to the 
preacher ; it is easy to read religious books; 
it is no great sacrifice to spend some time 
over the Bible. But self-exaiiiii)ation de- 
mands thought, sincerity» effort. It is 
humiliating, and obliges us to dwell on 
what we would gladly forget, The wounds 
of the soul, like those of the body, are 
painM to probe; and many shrink from 
the task. And this is one of the reasons, 
why repentance is so superficial often and 
nnreal ; the confession of the Kps, but not 
the conviction of the heart ; and men take 
to themselves the promises of Scripture to 
the penitent, before they really know the 
sins for which they profess to mourn. If, 
dear brethren, we would have true repent- 
ance, let us make it a necessary duty to 
search and examine our own conseiences; 
and that (as our Ghurch speaks to those who 
would be communicants) " not lightly, and 
after the manner of dis^mblers with God." 
1. I need hardly say, we must e^amine 
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our actions. These, which are the main 
evidences of our principles to others, must 
be carefully reviewed and questioned by 
ourselves. The acts of each day carry their 
accasations against us to be registered in 
the book of God's remembrance ; and we 
should uusparingly judge ourselves, that we 
be not judged of the Lord. Not only, then, 
must we call before us our greater sins ; 
and if there be acts of injustice or dis- 
honesty, intemperance or imcleanness, vio- 
lence or folly, irreligion or profanity, must 
learn to look at them with a sad but 
searching eye, till we learn something of 
their guilt, and hate their deformity ; but 
our other actions, too, must be questioned 
to see if they are done, as God would have 
them done; — our acts of devotion and 
charity, the daily performance of our stated 
duties, our Uves in our families and in the 
world. This is the easiest branch of self- 
examination ; and, teing the easiest, admits 
of the least excuse for the neglect. 
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2. But our words also must be accounted 
for to ourselves : by these we shall be 
judged hereafter, and by these we must 
judge ourselves. Indeed not only are words 
acts, — acts of the tongue, and involving the 
same responsibility as other acts, — but they 
are, to a great extent, an index of the con- 
dition of the heart. " Out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh."* Doubly, 
therefore, are we bound to watch our words. 
Words of falsehood, deceit and flattery ; 
malicious and uncharitable words ; impure 
and lascivious words ; blasphemous, profane, 
and seoffing words ; cowardly words, deny- 
ing Christ and betraying a heart ashamed 
of the Gospel; oh, how large a page will 
these fiil of the book which will be opened 
on the judgment day ! 

And besides the greater sins of the 
tongue, how much is tune wasted, vanity 
fed, the energies of the soul dissipated, by 
"idle words/' the overflowings often of a 

1 Matt. xii. 34. 
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mind, where woiidly things alone haye place, 
and glad to escape firom serioos tliought by 
following any trifle, or dinging to any folly. 
AU these things are sins, condemned in 
God's word, and to be repented of : and 
besides, to tiace our words will lead us 
often to the source from which they ^pring, 
and detect some hirking plague-spot of the 
soul. 

8. Yet more : the penitent's exainmatioQ 
must extend to his thooghts. Th^e are 
many, who seem almost UDconscious that 
they are responsible for these, the bnsiert, 
the most influential part of our moral nature, 
the parents of oor words «a»d acts, tbe 
architects at once and the material of our 
real character. And, thercffore, in the 
neglected bosom are allowed to roam at 
will, — ^nay areindulged in, cberisl^, and en- 
joyed, — thoughts of impurily and ambitioo, 
of vanity ^nd My, of malice and revenge, 
polluting the sonl, strengtSiening habits of 
evil, preparing the way £ar words and acts 
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of sin, and (what it is our purpose ndw especi- 
ally to observe) lendering us guilty in the 
sight of God. 'nioughts of sin are sin, and 
to be repented of. And yon will admit, 
dear brethren, who have made the search, 
that it is here especially, in the region of 
the thoughts> that the soul, whose «ye is 
turned inward and enKghtened by tfae graoe 
of God, learns the extent of its own corrap- 
tion, and is enabled to enter into the depth 
of the confession, " Have mercy upon us, 
miserable sinners." 

4. It is not, however, by an examination 
of separate thoughts, words, and acts» 
merely, that we «haH leam correctly our 
own sinfulness. These have each their own 
dhare of guiit, «nd add their item to the 
account we have to give to God. But our 
chaitacter is made np of our habits; and 
our habits, remember, have been the result 
of long^ntinued acts : so that an habitual 
sin, one that we have committed again and 
ligain, have lived in> is evidence not only of 
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itself, but of a long train which memory has 
lost, or negligence never marked. Habitual 
offences, then, habitual indevotion, for ex- 
ample, habitual anger, habitual falsehood, 
habitual indulgence of vain or impure 
thoughts, and the like, are aggravated sins, 
the most heinous in the sight of God, the 
deadliest enemies of our souls. 

5. But our examination will be very 
incomplete, if we confine it to sins of com- 
mission. Sins of omission constitute the 
largest part of every sinner's burden. To 
have left undone what we ought to have 
done, is still commoner and not less danger- 
ous, than to have done what we ought not 
to have done. Both alike are breaches of 
God's commandments. The neglect of our 
duty to God, and of our duty to our 
neighbours ; of love, fear, faith, trust, devo- 
tion, a zeal for His glory, towards Him ; of 
meekness, kindness, forgiveness, long-suflfer- 
ing, humility, charity, towards them; the 
wilful forgetfulness of what we knew to be 
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right, the hollow excuses we made but 
believed not, the joy with which we seized 
some pretext for escaping from a duty, the 
ignorance of which we were ourselves the 
cause, — oh, what an overwhelming catalogue 
of sin does not all this inscribe upon the 
conscience of the sincere inqiiirer into the 
truth of his souFs state ! 

6. And after all it will remain to examine 
our motives. If we have done right, why 
did we do so ? What was our inducement 
to abstain from such a sinful act, or to make 
an effort to perform such a duty ? Was it 
because we love God and would willingly 
please Him ; because we know that we are 
not our own, but bought by the blood of 
Christ to serve him and to be his ? Was 
it even from a correct, though cold, sense of 
duty to God, and a fear of incurring His 
anger at the judgment day ? Or was it for 
the sake of our reputation, or credit, or 
worldly interest? Had we a secret wish 
that men might see what we were doing ? 

H 
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and was our heart already anticipating their 
praises in its own vain thoughts? Were 
we calculating the effect it might have on 
our success in life, onr comfort, or honour ? 
Or if better motives were present, were 
these mingling with them and predominating 
over them ? In a word, were we acting to 
please God or to please ourselves? And 
which of these motives has been the leading 
motive of our lives? Have we lived ac- 
cording to the Apostle's rule, "Whether 
therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God?"* Or must 
we class ourselves with those, who (as he 
speaks) " live unto themselves/'^ and " mind 
earthly things?"^ Recollect, that, thoug^ 
the Christian will differ widely indeed from 
the openly profligate, there cannot be, ex- 
ternaUy, much to distinguish him from the 
prudent, moral man of the world, who from 
custom, and the habits of a good education 
or of the society in which he moves, is 

^ 1 Cor. X. 31. « 2 Cor. v. 16. » Phil. iii. 19. 



THE AIDS OF PENITENCE. 99 

generally attentive to his religious duties. 
It is " the hidden man of the heart/* * which 
inarks him Christ's. There, if anywhere, 
in the motives, preferences, purposes, and 
ends of action, has the work of the Spirit its 
seat, and from thence it influences the whole 
life. As is the fount, so is the stream. 
And therefore, above all, if we would know 
our sinfulness, if we would seek true re- 
pentance, while we exanune our actions, 
words, and thoughts, our habits, and sins 
of omission, let us examine carefully our 
motives too. 

Am I laying a heavy burden upon you, 
dear brethren ? Is so strict self-examination 
more than can be expected from those who 
are occupied with the necessary duties of 
life ? and more than can be required by a 
religion of liberty? Oh, when will men 
leam that the freeness.and fulness of the 
Gospel is the motive for exertion, not the 
excuse for indolence! that it is precisely 

' 1 Pet. iii. 4. 
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because God is so merciful, that we should 
be so careful ! The same Apostle, who 
teaches that it is " God which worketh in 
us both to will and to do of his good plea- 
sure/' urges us on that account to " work 
out our own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling."* And he who said, "Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest;"* said also, 
" Strive," yea struggle, " to enter in at the 
strait gate ; for many, I say unto you, 
will seek to enter in, and shall not be 
able."* 

Self-examination, like all other duties, is 
difficult to those who have not practised it. 
By habit it becomes easy, and the eye of con- 
science more acute. Let me advise you then, 
dear brethren, as many as are in eamest to be 
true penitents (oh, why may I not say all!) to 
examine yourselves daily. Before you kneel 
down to prayer at night, question the acts, 

1 Phn. ii. 12, 13. « Matt. xi. 28. 

^ Luke, xiii. 24. 
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words, thoughts, habits, omissions, motives, 
of the past day; and then lay your con- 
fession before God in prayer. Do this 
seriously, candidly, and looking to God for 
help; and if you feel tempted to slacken 
the duty or to remit it, remember that each 
sin for which you seek, has abeady written 
itself on the book of God's remembrance, 
to witness against you at the judgment 
day. With this habit you will be better 
fitted for the occasional exercise of deeper 
and more extended self-examination, when 
you will question the course of your life, 
your besetting sins, your resistance to the 
pecuhar temptations of your situation, your 
growth or declension in hoUness : — on the 
Lord's day, for instance, and especially in 
preparation for the holy communion. The 
recurrence of a birthday, the beginning of a 
new year, the anniversary of your baptism 
or of your confirmation, or any other epoch 
in your lives, will be a call on you for a 
yet wider survey of yourselves, and will 
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help you to a truer estimate of your sins, 
your weakness, and your wants. But I am 
more particularly concerned now to recom- 
mend you this practice during the present 
season of Lent. Abstaining from much 
whicli at other times might occupy and 
distract, eamest to humble yourselves be- 
fore God and to seek trae repentance, you 
will be able with less hindrance to examine 
yourselves seriously and fully : praying fer- 
vently for God's help, you will leam to 
know yourselves, — the best of all know- 
ledge : repenting truly by His grace, you 
may resolve to crucify all sin with your 
crucified Saviour, and with him to rise to 
newness of life. Thus may your Lent pre- 
pare you for the commemoration of his 
death and the celebration of his resurrec- 
tion, while it prepares you, too, by the 
efficacy of his grace and through the virtue 
of his all-sufficient merits, to die in him, 
and to rise by him to an eternity of glory. 



SERMON V. 
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Heb. iv. 12. 



For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discemer of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. 

Trde repentance is the gift of Christ, and 
must be worked in us by his Holy Spirit. 
From him must come the conviction of sin, 
and godly sorrow, the conversion from sin 
and self and the world to Grod, the longing 
for pardon, the steadfast determination to be 
wholly his. Ali this springs firom a sense 
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of his love, and is produced by the eflScacy 
of his grace. From him, then, they must 
seek it, who are convinced of the necessity 
of repentance, and are grieved that they 
know so Kttle of its reality and power. 
Hence, as we have aiready seen, the first of 
the aids of penitence is fervent, persevering, 
trusting, prayer. But as the Spirit of God 
for the most part works hy us, as well as in 
us, there is more for us to do. Sin is dis- 
obedience to God's will ; and to know our 
sinfulness, we must know how we have 
disobeyed, and we must know what God's 
will is. For the former purpose the penitent 
needs selt-exaraination, instituted, as we 
have seen, habitually, — every day, and more 
extensively at particular seasons, — into his 
acts, his words, his thoughts, his habits, his 
omissions, and his motives. The will of 
God is revealed in His word; and, there- 
fore, we have now to consider, as the third 
aid to penitence, the study of the word 
of God. 
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III. The Scriptures are the record of 
God's will. They contain a rule of life, as 
well as a rule of faith ; teach what we are 
to do, as well as what we are to believe. 
They are the law, not only of our moral 
Governor, but of our covenant God; and 
they contain, not only a republication (as it 
has been called), with greater clearness and 
fresh sanctions, of those principles of right 
and wrong, which are traced, however indis- 
tinctly, in every human breast, but also 
those commandments, which, when we were 
admitted into covenant, we promised to 
keep and obey. They show, then, to what 
we are bound as men ; and to what we are 
bound as Christians. They, therefore, 
furnish the Standard, by which our dis- 
obedience is measured. They guage our 
sins. We apply them to our life, and find 
how very far it has erred from the strait 
and narrow way. We throw their hght 
into our bosoms ; and known sins appear 
more sinful, lurking sins are discovered, 
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sins of omission, never thought of, perhaps, 
before, start into existence, and the motives 
on which we have acted, tried by that 
unerring test, appear no longer those of a 
saint, or even a hero, but " earthly, sensual," 
perhaps " devilish."* Wielded in sincerity, 
it is a trenchant weapon, " the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God/** The 
passage of the text is very striking. " Let 
us labour,'' the Apostle had been exhorting, 
" to enter into that rest, lest any man fail 
after the example of unbeUef," or disobe- 
dience. " For the word of God is quick, 
and powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart/' It is, 
therefore, exactly what he who is seeking 
true penitence, requires. It is the light 
which is to show him his true state : the 
weapon which is to prick his callous heart. 

* James, iii. 16. « Eph. vi. 17. 
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It teaches him what he is, by teaching him 
what he ought to be. It convinces him of 
sin, while it points to the hohness, to which, 
if penitent, he must aspire. It follows, 
then, that, when seeking true repentance, 
to prayer and self-examination we must join 
the study of the Scriptures. From them 
we must learn what God would have us do : 
— the motives we ought to have; the sins 
we must avoid; the precepts we must 
obey ; the Standard of hohness we are to 
aim at. 

1. It is most important to learn from the 
Scriptures the motives we ought to have. 
Till these are known, we shall have a very 
defective conception of our real sinfulness. 
It is the tchy we do it, not the what we do, 
which makes the main difference between 
those who are Christ's and those who are 
none of his. We may well deceive ourselves 
with the decent, outward morahties of a 
harmless life, till we have been taught by 
God's word the spirit we ought to be of. 
We shall there find, that the only motive of 
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acceptable obedience is the love of God. 
" My son, give me thine heart/' * is the 
reasonable demand of our Creator, Preserver, 
Benefactor, and Redeemer. "Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment/' * 
More especially in Christians it is that love 
of God in Christ, which springs from faith 
in Christ as their Redeemer. " In Jesus 
Christ neither circumcision availeth any- 
thing, nor uncircumcision ; but faith which 
worketh by love."' And this "love of 
Christ/' writes St. Paul, " constraineth us ; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for 
all, then were all dead ; and that he died for 
all, that they which hve should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto him which 
died for them, and rose again."* Hence 
springs a happy and energetic conviction, 
that we are " not our own, but bought with 
a price," and are therefore " to glorify God 

1 Prov. xxiii. 26. « Matt xxii. 37, 38. 

» Gal. v. 6. * 3 Cor. v. U, 15. 



THE AIDS OF PENITENCE. 109 

in our body and in our spirit, which are 
God's."^ And this is a motive, observe, — 
the love which springs from faith, — which 
should actuate the whole life ; not confined, 
as too many think religious principles are, 
to the greater duties, the heavier trials, the 
more serious temptations, which await us, 
but influencing the conduct in little things 
as well as great, in our ordinary occupations 
as well as our extraordinary diflSiculties, in 
our daily crosses as well as our occasional 
afflictions, in our petty vexations and weak- 
nesses as well as in the hours when, more 
obviously, we have to make the choice 
between sin and God. In all alike the 
Christian should desire to please his Re- 
deemer. He should feel that he is his 
servant, his adopted child, pardoned, ac- 
cepted, and beloved in Christ ; and should 
aim, " whether he eats, or drinks, or what- 
soever he does, to do all to the glory of 
God/'* Nay, even his fear should spring 

1 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. « 1 Cor. x. 31. 
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from the same source. He should fear 
because he loves; and should, therefore, 
dread God's displeasure, more than his 
punishment. " There is forgiveness with 
thee," should be his feeling, "that thou 
mayest be feared/'i " We must all appear 
before the judgment-seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad." And there- 
fore the Apostle "laboured, that, whether 
present or absent, he might be accepted of 
him/'« 

I would, dear brethren, that you would 
all exaraine the Scriptures with carefulness 
and prayer, to see whether these are the 
motives on which God would have us act, 
or not. There would then be less of that 
form of godliness without the power; of 
those decent, worldly lives, which satisfy the 
conscience with scarcely a spark of true 
religion ; of that cold, hoUow, self-deceiving 

1 Ps. cxxx. 4. 2 2 Cor. v. 9, 10. 
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profession, which looks like Christianity, 
but lives and dies without Christ. And 
there would be more of true and deep 
repentance, when we compare with the 
motives God requires, the selfishness, the 
worldly ends, the unworthy purposes, the 
vanity and covetousness, the affections set 
whoUy or chiefly on earthly things, which 
have, for the most part, actuated our own 
conduct. We should then see, that it is 
not a few instances of disobedience or 
neglect only by which we have oflFended 
God, but that the whole heart has revolted 
from Him. We should feel, that, however 
men may respect us, nay, however much 
good we may have done, we have wasted 
our lives : we have robbed God of ourselves. 
And we should know, why it is, that true 
repentance is, not sorrow merely, even if 
godly sorrow, but conversion, a change of 
mind and heart. 

2. Scripture must also be studied to 
teach us the sins we are to avoid. Besides 
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God's positive enactments against particular 
sins, as in the ten commandments, for in- 
stance, it contains the histories both of 
nations and individuals, warning us by 
example of the nature and danger of every 
various form of transgression. It not only 
lays down the broad Unes of guilt, but also 
specifies the particular sins which God has 
forbidden, not always systematically indeed, 
and in different parts of the sacred record, 
but clearly enough to leave all without 
excuse. Here, then, are the ordinances 
which we have broken. Here, is the hand- 
writing which is against us. Hence — oh 
how often ! — as we trace the characters of 
one sin after another in the word of Grod, 
will issue the voice of conviction, shame, 
and condemnation, " Thou art the man." 

3. It will teach us also the precepts we 
must obey. The glass of Scripture, while 
it shows us what we are, shows us also what 
we ought to be ; and while it convicts us of 
sins of commission, convicts us of sins of 
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omission also. I must not enter into detail 
now; but "this is the will of God, even 
our sanctification." * Holiness is His re- 
quirement, and our duty. We are to " add 
to our faith, virtue; and to virtue know- 
ledge ; and to knowledge temperance ; and 
to temperance patience; and to patience 
godliness ; and to godliness brotherly kind- 
ness; and to brotherly kindness charity/'" 
Every grace of the Christian character is to 
be in us and abound. And if you will take 
our Saviour's precepts in his Sermon on 
the Mount, or St. Paul's description of 
charity, * or, indeed, the rules of holy living 
which occur so frequently and fally in 
almost every part of Scripture, and apply 
them to your own lives, and ask yourselves 
candidly, Have I done this ? you will need 
nothing more to teach you that you have 
been, not unprofitable merely, but wicked 
and slothful servants, and need indeed peni- 
tence and pardon from your Lord. 

• 1 Thess. iv. 3. « 2 Pet i. 5-7. » 1 Cor. xiii. 

I 
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4. Por, lastly, we may learn from Scrip- 
ture the Standard of holiness we are to aim 
at. How diflFerent this from the world's 
Standard, where to avoid open sin, and to 
observe the conventional rules of a lax and 
not always correct morality, passes for virtue. 
To "be holy, for God is holy;"* "to be 
perfect even as our Father which is in 
heaven is perfect;"* to foUow the example 
of him who was "God manifest in the 
flesh/'^ incarnate hoUness, " who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth:"* — 
here is a Standard, which leaves immea- 
surably low in the scale of obedience the 
Uves of most of us ; and which convicts of 
sin, and calls for the repentance of even the 
holiest of God's servants. And if even th^ 
have need to repent for their faiUngs, 
imperfections and sins, in whom the grace 
of God shines brightest : if penitence is the 
fitting garb of an Abraham, a Paul, or a 

1 1 Pet. i. 16. « Matt. v. 48. 

» 1 Tim. iii. 16. * 1 Pet. ii. 23. 
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John ; what must it be with us the rest ? 
What ought to be our sorrow, shame, and 
eamestness, who are far below them, who 
yet were far below Christ ? " If the right- 
eous scarcely be saved, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear?"^ 

For these purposes, then, should the 
word of God be read and heard ; to learn, 
that is, the motives we ought to have ; the 
sins we are to avoid ; the precepts we ought 
to obey; and the Standard of holiness we 
ought to aim at. I need only add, that to 
be eflFectual in working penitence, it must 
be read and heard with self-application and 
prayer. With self-apphcation ; for it is 
only thus, that it becomes an instrument of 
convincing of sin. As long as we parry the 
blows of Divine truth by diverting them to 
the faults or charaeters of others ; as long 
as we study the Scriptures as containing 
only what we ought to know, rather than 
what we have to do; we may be useful 

» 1 Pet. iv. 18. 
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advisers; we may be good theologians; 
but we shall not be true penitents or real 
Christians. The sword of the Spirit must 
be driven deep into our own bosoms. 
Every prohibition, precept, waming, exam- 
ple, motive, should be questioned what 
message it brings to tis, ' In His word God 
speaksto»2^. Have/done this? Have /left 
this undone ? Have these been my feelings, 
my objects, my endeavours? My deeds, 
my omissions, not those of others, will be 
the rule of my judgment at the last day/ 
Thus self-examination and the study of 
Scripture will go hand in hand. The one 
furnishes the test; the other applies it. 
The one teaches God's will ; the other, our 
own ways. The one shows what we ought 
to be; the other, what we are. But in 
order to this, the word of God must be 
studied with prayer. Only by the Spirit's 
aid can we enter into the depth and spiritu- 
ality of the Divine precepts ; and only by 
the Spirit's aid will the rays of Scripture 



THE AIDS OF PENITENCE. 117 

truth, however clear to the understanding, 
pierce and light up the heart. "The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God : for they are foolishness unto 
him : neither can he know them, because they 
are spirituaUy discerned.'" His aid. there- 
fore, must be fervently and continually 
sought. And thus are combined together 
the three main aids of penitence ; prayer, 
self-examination, and the study of the word 
of God. Self-examination and God's word 
teach us what to pray for ; prayer seeks and 
obtains light for self-examination and the 
meaning of the word of God ; and the result 
of all, duly, perseveringly, and faithfully 
used, is self-knowledge, godly sorrow, and 
"repentance unto salvation not to be re- 
pented of." 

IV. Such are the main springs, as it 
were, and founts of true repentance. But 
there are other considerations which tend 
to deepen and swell the stream. Of these 

i 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
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I will but mention two : the recollection of 
God's mercies ; and of our own broken 
promises. 

1. The infinite mercy of God to us infi- 
nitely enhances the guilt of our disobedience ; 
and the livelier is our sense of that mercy, 
the livelier will be our sorrow for ingratitude 
so aggravated and base. Let us, therefore, 
while reviewing our own sins, recall to mind 
the blessings we have received so richly from 
His hand : our creation with all our endow- 
ments of body and mind; the curious 
mechanism of our frame; our health and 
strength ; our senses, so little prized when 
enjoyed, so dearly regretted when lost; 
our reason, and judgraent, and memory, and 
fancy ; our affections and our pleasures, our 
homes and families, the ties of kindred and 
friendship; the supply of our daily food, 
perhaps the means of comfort and even 
luxury ; our wonderful preservation amidst 
a thousand accidents and dangers; the 
bountiful course of Providence marking 
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out our path where it is best for us ; evil 
working for our good ; the sweet fruits of 
affliction, and disappointment oftentimes 
turned into a blessing; our birtli in a 
Christian country, our baptism into the 
Church, the care of our parents and spon- 
sors, our early knowledge of the Gospel, the 
free access to the means of grace, the per- 
mission of prayer, the Bible in our hands, 
the instruction of ministers, the ordinances 
of the Church, the grace of sacraments ; the 
warnings we have received, and the calls, 
the not being left to ourselves, nor given over 
to a reprobate mind; time for repentance 
and amendment; the teachings of provi- 
dence, the checks of conscience, the voice of 
the Spirit, the knowledge of sin, the desire 
of pardon and holiness, the graces, if such 
there be in us, of the Christian character, 
however weak, — repentance, and faith, and 
love, and devotion, and humility, and purity, 
And charity, — all are His gifts, His unde- 
served mercies to us, His unworthy servants. 
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But above all, let as meditate on that 
crowning mercy, which rendered the others 
possible, or gives them their lustre and their 
value, the gift of His only-begotten Son, to 
save a sinful world. Por it was not foip 
upright and holy creatures, remember, for 
whom He did such great things ; not for an 
obedient race, receiving His blessings with 
gratitude, and returning them with praise ; 
but for the disobedient and rebellious, who 
had broken His covenant, and had now fallen 
deep into corruption and guilt. Nor would 
the All-holy pardon us, without vindicating 
His justice by exacting the penalty of sin : 
but never was mercy so illustriously dis- 
played, as by the blow that justice struck. 
That we might live, He gave His co-equal 
Son to be made man and die. For us and 
for our salvation, "the Word was made 
fllesh," took the nature and infirmities of 
man, lived in the world he made, humbled 
himself to poverty and the form of a servant, 
went about doing good, left us an example 
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of perfect holiness, suffered hunger and 
thirst and weariness, opposition, desertian 
and scorn, insult^ agony and the pangs of 
a bowed and broken spirit, submitted to all 
the shame and torture of the cross, there 
made his soul an offering for our sin, rose 
again from the dead and bore our nature 
with him to the throne of God, still inter- 
cedes for us, our merciful High Priest, 
watches over his Chureh of which he is the 
head, pours out his Spirit into the hearts of 
his people, loves them with an unextinguish- 
able, everlasting love, and will come again 
to take them to himself, that " where he is, 
there they naay be also/' And yet we have 
sinned against him, — wilfully, repeatedly, 
sinned against him ; treated his offers 
with indiflference, and his love with neglect. 
Every sin has crucified him, as it were, 
afresh, and put him to an open shame/ And 
dark as must ever be the retrospect of our 
past lives, when compared with the holiness 

1 Heb. vi. 6. 
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of God's commandments ; — yet, oh ! how 
exceediiig sinful does our sin become, when 
placed in the brightness of God's mercies 
and our Saviour's love ! 

2. And as our sin is aggravated by the 
infinite goodness of Him we sin against, so 
is it by the recoUection of our own broken 
promises. We should, indeed, have been 
amenable to God's laws, as the creatures of 
His hand, even had He not taken us into 
covenant with Himself in Christ. But, as 
Christians, we are liable to be judged out 
of our own mouths. When, at baptism, we 
were called out of the world and grafted 
into the Church, and received the title of 
sons of God and inheritors of the kingdom 
of heaven, we promised, most of us by our 
sureties, to renounce all sin, to believe 
God's word, and obediently keep His com- 
mandments: and this promise we must 
avouch as our own, unless we would be 
guilty of the worse sin of rejecting God's 
mercies in Christ, of the madness of ab- 
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juring our interest in the Saviour, and our 
hopes of heaven. Most of us, indeed, have 
(all who are of suflSicient age ought to have) 
renewed in the presence of God and of the 
congregation, the solemn promise and vow 
made in our name at our baptism, ratifying 
and confirming the same in our own per- 
sons, and acknowledging ourselves bound 
to believe, and to do, all those things, which 
our godfathers and godmothers then under- 
took for us. But whether we have or not, 
if we are in any sense Christians, our bap- 
tismal vow is binding upon us, and regis- 
tered in heaven. We again lenew this 
promise, as often as we come to the table 
of the Lord ; while those who do not come, 
confess by that very absence, that they are 
living in the habitual violation of their bap- 
tismal covenant. We there dedicate our- 
selves again to God, " presenting ourselves, 
our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and Uvely sacrijSce to Him." And 
there are none among us, perhaps, so utterly 
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careless, who have not at 8ome time or 
other, in the time of sickness, it may be, 
or of affliction, or awed by some solemn 
instance of the divine judgments, or struck 
by some sentence of Grod's word or minister, 
or listening for a while to the pleadings of 
the Spirit within thera, — made resolutions 
of amendment, determined, and sincerely at 
the time, to lead a new life, and even vowed 
on bended knee to be from thenceforth 
God's. Now these promises, by some of 
which at least we are all bound, are all 
broken by every sin. We falsify our own 
solemn profession. We are not disobedient 
only, nor ungrateful only, but faithless also. 
And when conscience passes in review our 
long array of sins committed and duties 
neglected, and points, at the same time, to 
our own deliberate and repeated vows, ex- 
hibiting them in sad and shameful contrast ; 
' this you have promised; this you have 
done / oh, who but must veil his face before 
the eye of heaven, and cry to Mie long-suflferr 
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ing God of his often-broken covenant, 
"Unclean, unclean!" 

They are sad themes on which we have 
now dwelt, dear brethren, and humiliating : 
but sad only because true. Let not such 
traths, — truths to which is linked eternity, 
— dwell any longer disregarded. Dare to 
examine yonrselves strictly and unsparingly, 
your acts, words, thoughts, habits, omis- 
sions, and motives. Place them in the fuU 
light of God's word. Learn there the mo- 
tives you ought to have ; the sins you ought 
to shun ; the duties you ought to perform ; 
the Standard you ought to aim at : and, 
painful and humbling though the compari- 
son be in itself, yet recollect further the 
infinite love against which those sins were 
ungratefully committed, the solemn and 
repeated vows which those sins faithlessly 
broke. It is an awful thing, a Christian's 
sin ! Oh, do not shrink from realising its 
exceeding sinfulness. If you know nothing 
of it, rest not tiU you feel it. If you feel it, 
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drive tbe shaft of the Spirit home. It is a 
pain that heals; a shame that ennobles. 
The light of glory rises but from the dark 
waters of penitence. " Except ye repent," 
said the Savionr, "ye shall all likewise 
perish." Except! — ^but j/^ye repent, — oh, 
then, dear brethren, for the merits of the 
same Saviour, of him who bore your sins 
and suffered for them on the cross, — " God 
is faithful and jus t to forgive you your sins, 
and to cleanse you from all unrighteous- 
ness." " The blood of Jesus Christ his Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin."* 

1 1 Jolm, i. 9, 7. 
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LuEE, xiii. 5. 
Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 

We return to the point whence we set 
out. Our Lord asserts distinctly the ne- 
cessity of true repentance to salvation. We 
have endeavoured to show what true re- 
pentance is — its nature and its properties ; 
and to point out the aids of those who 
would be penitent. May God grant, that 
these deeply important subjects may not 
have been dwelt upon in vain ! It remains 
now to consider the efficacy of true re- 
pentance^ as a condition of the pardon of 



128 THE ^ARDON OF PENITENCE. 

sin; an efficacy which is implied even in 
the awful warning of the text. For our 
Lord would not have said, " Bxcept ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish," unless he 
had intended us to infer, that, by repenting, 
we might escape the threatened woe. Here, 
however, we must carefuUy guard against a 
very dangerous misapprehension, the expla- 
nation of which will lead to the clearer 
comprehension of the whole subject, There 
is nothing in repentance to earn or merit 
the pardon of sm. Neither its sorrow nor 
its humiUty, its mortification of the flesh, 
nor its acts of self-denial, its prayers and 
reUgious exercise8, its change of heart and 
life, even if the Ufe be ever affcer of unusual 
and saintly holiness, have any atoning vir- 
tue. Nothing that we can do can eflFace 
a single sin. We cannot repair the broken 
law of God; the golden cord is snapped, 
and for ever. Ali we 6re, and all we have, 
is owed to Him : all is already His ; and 
when a debt is incurred, we have nothing 
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to pay. When we have done all that is 
commanded us, we are unprofitable ser- 
vants : * how then could we do anything to 
merit the remission of the past? Infinite 
justice demands the punishment of every 
breach of the law; and to recede from its 
just demands, would be to cease to be just. 
And therefore it was, — because we were 
utterly unable to help ourselves, and that 
He " might be just " still, and yet " the justi- 
fier"^ of sinners, — that our merciful, even 
though offended God, sent His Son into the 
world, and " made him to be sin for us who 
knew no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him/*' Man had 
sinned ; and, therefore, the eternal Word was 
made man, made Uke unto us in aU things, 
sin only excepted ; but so that he did not lay 
aside his Godhead (which would be to lay 
aside Himself), but was very God and very 
man, one Christ. As man^s sin had in- 
curred the peualty of death, so he, repre- 

1 Luke, xvii. 10. « Rom. iii. 26. » 2 Cor. v. 21 . 

K 
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senting in himself, as the second Adam, the 
whole human race, and bearing in his own 
infinite person all the sins of the whole 
world, suffered death for us on the cross. 
As man had broken God's law, so the man, 
Christ Jesus, performed the whole law in his 
holy life and death, and by his spotless 
obedience fulfilled all righteousness. And 
when he rose again the third day from the 
dead, it was the attestation and proof that 
his atonement was accepted, the justice of 
God vindicated in the signal punishment of 
sin, and pardon purchased for the guilty 
race of man. "He was delivered for our 
offences, and raised again for our justi- 
fication/'^ " The blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin." ^ And this 
atonement is infinite as He who made it. 
There is no sin to which it does not extend ; 
none who may not share in the pardon it 
procured. " He is the propitiation for our 
sins ; and not for ours only, but also for the 

1 Kom. iv; 25. « 1 John, i. 7. 
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sins of the whole world/'^ And lastly, the 
salvation he wrought, is offered and be- 
stowed freely. It is not earned, it is not 
purchased, it is not merited; it is given. 
It is essentially grace, a free gift. It 
was so predicted by the prophets : it is 
80 proclaimed in the Gospel. *' Ho, every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters ; 
and he that hath no money, come ye, 
buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price."* 
"I will give unto him that is athirst of 
the fountain of the water of life freely.'*» 
"By grace are ye saved, through faith; 
and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of 
God."* 

Here, then, is the only, but all-sufBcient 
ground of the sinner's hope of pardon : not 
his repentance, not his faith, not his peni- 
tential works of self-denial and charity, — 
but the atonement made by Christ for his 

1 1 John, ii. 2. ^ Isaiah, Iv. 1. 

» Kev. xxi. 6. * Eph. ii. 8. 
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sins, and the free offers of God's love in 
him. It is true, that His offers are made 
only to the penitent ; that the cross has no 
virtue, the promises of God no voice, the 
Gospel no comfort, but only condemnation, 
to those who are unrepentant; and there- 
fore, again and again would I repeat in your 
ears the Saviour's — yes, the Saviours so- 
lemn warning, — " Except ye repent, ye shall 
all Ukewise perish :" but to the penitent how 
rich is the mercy of God I how fuU the par- 
don which He offers for Christ's sake ! Take 
only the Old Testament, when the atone- 
ment was known yet but in types and sha- 
dows, and the brightness of God's love in 
the Gospel was yet unrevealed; yet must 
not words such as these fail full of hope and 
comfort on the soul, in which are the sor- 
row and shame and longings of true repent- 
ance : " Wash you, make you clean ; put 
away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes ; cease to do evil ; leam to do 
well. ... Come now and let us reason toge- 
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ther, saith the Lord ; though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool." ^ " I, even I, am he that blotteth 
out thy trausgressions for mine own sake, 
and will not remember thy sins." * "I have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgres- 
sions, and as a cloud thy sins : return unto 
me, for I have redeemed thee."* And the 
Gospel, — the good tidings, — why is it so 
called? Because it is pardon to the peni- 
tent : " peace on earth, and goodwill to- 
wards men." And, therefore, when the 
angel announced the birth of the holy Child, 
he said, " Thou shalt call his name Jesus : 
for he shall save his people from their 
sins/'* John the Baptist, while he preached 
repentance, pointed to the penitent's Savi- 
our; "Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world."* The 

' Isaiah, i. 16-18. * Isaiah, xliii. 25. 

» Isaiah, xliv. 22. ♦ Matt. i. 21. 

« John, i. 29. 
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Son of Man carae " to seek and to save that 
which was lost."* He warned and shunned 
the self-righteous, the insincere, the hypo- 
critical, in a word, the impenitent ; but he 
ate and drank with publicans and sinners. 
He pardoned, to the glory of his mercy and 
to our comfort, Zaccheus the extortioner, the 
woman who had been a sinner, the faithless, 
timid Peter, the repentant thief upon the 
cross, and, afterwards, Saul the blasphemer 
and persecutor. Hear how he invites all 
penitents to him : " Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest/** Remember those 
parables in which he would express, even in 
the hyperbole of human language, his care 
for sinners, and his joy for their return. 
" How think ye ? If a man have an hun- 
dred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, 
doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and 
goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that 
which is gone astray ? And if so be that he 

- Luke, xix. 1 0. « Matt. xi. 28. 
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find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth 
more of that sheep, than of the ninety and 
nine which went not astray. Even so it is 
not the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should 
perish."^ Even as the joy over the lost 
sheep found ; even as the joy for recovered 
treasure, there is "joy in heaven, — joy in 
the presence of the angels of God, over one 
sinner that repenteth."^ I need not repeat 
to you the tale of the prodigal son, nor 
remind you how, when in his sorrow and 
humiliation, " he came to his father, when 
he was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell 
on his neck, and kissed him/* And " he 
said to his servants, Bring forth the best 
robe, and put it on him ; and put a ring on 
his hand, and shoes on his feet ; and bring 
hither the fatted calf, and kill it ; and let us 
eat and be merry : for this my son was 
dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and is 

1 Matt. xviii. 12-14. « Luke, xv. 4-10. 
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found/** No wonder, that the disciples of 
such a Saviour should be comtnissioned to 
preach, not only "repentance'* unto all 
nations, but also " remission of sins/* * 
No wonder, that their message should be 
mingled of exhortations to repentance and 
promises of pardon : " Repent, and be bap- 
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins:*" "Re- 
pent ye and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out :"* nor that they should 
be sent " to open '* men's " eyes, and to 
tum them from darkness to light. and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they 
might receive forgiveness of sins, and inhe- 
ritance among them that are sanctified by 
faith in Christ."* No wonder, that their 
inspired writings should harmonize with 
their Master's will, and pour the oil of 
comfort and peace into the wounds of the 

* Luke, XV. 20-24. « Luke, xxiv. 47. 

» Acts, ii. 88. 4 Acts, iii. 19 

* Acts, xxvi. 18. 
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truly penitent. " God commendeth his 
love towards us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us/'^ "There 
is, therefore, now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus/'^ " This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners ; of whom," adds the Apostle, 
" I am chief. Howbeit, for this cause I 
obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ 
might show forth all long-suffering, for a 
pattern to them which should hereafter 
believe on him to life everlasting."' " The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin. If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness/'* 
" If any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : 

^ Bom. v. 8. * Rom. yiii. 1. 

» 1 Tim. i. 15, 16. ♦ 1 John, i. 7-9. 
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and he is the propitiation for our sins : 
and not for oiirs only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world/'i 

These words are spoken to us, dear 
brethren ; and are they not sufficient ? 
Could more be said to assure us of God^s 
wilUngness to receive the penitent, of the 
sufRciency of Christ's blood to wash away 
our sin, of the freeness and fulness of His 
pardoning love? Why should we doubt 
and fear, if penitent, to lay our sorrow 
before Him, and to accept His grace? 
Why, when God promises, should we dis- 
beheve ? * We are sinners •/ — ^but He speaks 
to sinners ; Christ died for sinners. ' We 
are unworthy to approach Him :' — we are 
indeed; we should not be true penitents 
else : but He calls ; why should we not 
draw near ? * We are so frail and weak, 
that we shall fail again, and dishonour our 
Saviour •/ — left to ourselves, we shall inevit- 
ably fail ; and " the last state of that man 

J 1 John, ii. 1, 2. 



THE PARDON OF PENITENCE. 139 

is worse than the first." ' But let us throw 
ourselves on God's mercy in Christ, and we 
shall rest on One, who will uphold our feet 
and guide our steps. " He that abideth in 
me, and I in him, the sarae bringeth forth 
much fruit/'^ Our humility niust not 
naake us doubt. Though we are sinful, 
God is infinitely good. To distrust our- 
selves is well ; to distrust God, even in 
humility, is, in its degree, to " make him a 
liar." While we look to ourselves, we can- 
not be too humble, too fearful, too full of 
sorrow and shame ; but when we look to 
Christ, once Ufted up for us on the cross, 
and now our "great high-priest that is 
passed into the heavens, — not a high-priest 
that cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities, but was in all points tempted 
like as we are yet without sin, — let us come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy," — mercy for our manifold 

J Matt. xii. 45. 2 John, xv. 5. 
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sins, — " and find grace to help in time of 
need."* 

Such is the one only, yet sufficient, 
ground of the true penitent's trusting hope 
of pardon, peace, and glory, — the unspeak- 
able mercy of God reconciled to us by the 
atonement of Jesus Christ. To lean on any- 
thing else is to trust to a falsehood, to dis- 
honour God, and to endanger our souls. 
This is " the fountain opened for sin and for 
uncleanness."^ Here, if anywhere, must 
we " wash and be clean/' Let us never be 
among those who, in the Prophet's words, 
" commit two evils, — forsake " Christ, " the 
fountain of Uving waters, and hew them out 
cistems, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water."^ 

And yet has God Himself provided chan- 
nels, through which, ordinarily, His cleansing 
mercy flows. I do not mean that He has 

i Heb, iv. 14-16. « Zech. xiii. 1. 

' Jer. ii. 13. 
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confined Himself to these. He can bid 
water spring from the hard rock, or from 
the cleft bone the tired warrior threw away .^ 
But He has not promised us that He will. 
He has fumished us with means, and has 
bidden us use them. And, therefore, the 
penitent will seek pardon and peace in the 
use of the ordinances of God ; not instead 
of Christ ; not together with Christ ; but 
seeking Christ in them. As David towards 
Zion, the city of God, so will he feel towards 
the Church of Christ, " all my springs arein 
thee/'« 

1. And, therefore, first the sacrament of 
baptism is a source of comfort to the triie 
penitent. By it, as by an instrument, he 
was grafted into that Church, which is 
Christ's body, and joined to him, who is 
at once its Saviour and its Head. ' Its 
cleansing waters are a lively sign of the 
washing away of sin in the Redeemer's 

* Numb. xvii. 6 ; Judges, xv. 19. 
« Ps. lxxxvii. 7. 3 Eph. v. 23. 



142 THE PAEDON OF PENITENCE. 

blood. By it he " was buried with Christ 
into death; that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so he also should walk in newness of 
life/'* In it he was admitted into that 
covenant of which it is one of the promises ; 
" I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, 
and their sins and their iniquities will I 
remember no more."* As God's repentant 
son he returns to his forsaken Father, and 
pleads this promise made, when, as a httle 
child, they brought him to Christ, and Christ 
received and blessed him. 

I know that this sacrament has been made 
the terror, not the comfort, of penitents; 
and that the thought of broken vows and 
pardon lost has led to agony and almost 
despair. It has been taught, that as 
baptism is the appointed ordinance for the 
remission of sins, so for sin wilfully com- 
mitted after baptism there remains no more 

^ Rom. vi. 4. 

* Jer. xxxi. 34. Heb. viii. 12. 
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pardon from God's covenant mercies in 
Christ, but only a trembling, fearful hope, 
that years of bitter penitence may not at 
last be found unheeded by the Judge 
of all. 

Dear brethren, let us not mitigate the 
sinfulness of a Christian's sin. As are his 
privileges, such, if he disobeys, is his guilt. 
The baptized cannot be as the heathen : 
and his sins have broken the cove- 
nant, returned infinite mercy with shame- 
ful ingratitude, and, as it were, crucified 
the Son of God afresh. If he remains 
impenitent, if his penitence is not sincere 
and deep, surely it will be more tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day o 
judgment, than for that unfaithful Christian 
But if he repents, — oh ! it is not true, that 
the Christian covenant is more stern and 
hopeless than the Jewish was. It is not 
true, that then "sins as scarlet might be 
made white as snow,"' but that there is no 
stream to wash the stains from our bap- 
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tismal robe. It is not true, that the blood 
of Christ gushed forth for us but once ; and 
that now the baptism of tears (a worthless 
baptism, because a human one)alone remains. 
It is not true, that iinto seventy times seven 
we, men, are to forgive our brethren ; ^ while 
we, though penitent, may scarcely hope 
forgiveness from our Saviour and our God. 
It was to baptized Christians to whom the 
words were written : " If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness/'^ "If any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous : and he is the propitiation for our 
sins/'' It was a baptized Christian, and 
one who had been guilty of such a sin as 
was not even named araong the Gentiles, 
but now deeply penitent, of whom St. Paul 

1 Matt. xxii. 22. « 1 John, i. 8, 9. 

3 1 John, ii. 1, 2. 
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wrote, " Contrariwise ye ought rather to 
forgive hira, and comfort him, lest perhaps 
such a one should be swallowed up with 
ovennuch sorrow. "Wherefore I beseech 
you that ye would confirm your love toward 
him/'^ Was the Church to forgive, and 
had not God forgiven? "If ye forgive 
men their trespasses/' said our Saviour, 
*'your heavenly Father, will also forgive 
you/'^ Have those who have sinned after 
baptism, no share in this free, fuU pro- 
mise ? Yes, dear brethren, yes. You have 
sinned grievously indeed, and your guilt is 
aggravated by your privileges and broken 
vows. You have left the fold; and for- 
saken your Father's house. Yet it is your 
fold, your house still. The good Shepherd 
is seeking and will save you, and will re- 
joice over his lost sheep found. Return 
to your Father ; and while you are yet a 
great way off, he will raeet you with pardou 
and love. Renew in sincerity, in faith and 

^ 1 Cor. ii. 7, 8. « Matt. vi. 14. 

L 
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deep repentance, your baptismal vows ; and 
you shall be still, by the mercy of your 
covenant God, and by the efficacy of that 
blood which sealed the covenant, members 
of Christ, children of God, and inheritors of 
the kingdom of heaven. In baptism, indeed, 
instead of being shut out from it for the 
future, we are brought within the range and 
capabihty of pardon. We are within the 
Church, of which Christ is the Saviour, 
which he purchased with his own blood ; 
and may wash at that fountain and be clean. 
We may retum to God, — ^provided we do 
indeed return with our whole heart, — ^plead- 
ing the promise of the covenant, " I will be 
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their 
sins and their iniqmties wiU I remember no 
more/* 

2. Again, the true penitent will be com- 
forted, if he seeks pardon and peace from 
God through Christ, in the prayers and 
ordinances of the Church. There is his 
Saviom* nearest to him ; for " where two or 
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three are gathered together in his name, 
there is he in the midst of them."* There 
is the readiest answer to his earnest prayer ; 
for " If two of you," said oiir Lord, " shall 
agree on earth as toaching any thing that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of 
my Father which is in heaven." * There, 
aftef humbling himself before God in sin- 
cere and sorrow&l confession, he hears and 
thankfully appropriates his pardon from 
those, to whom their Lord has given power 
and commandment to declare and pro- 
jiounce to his people, being penitent, the 
Absolution and Remission of their sins : for 
" whose soever sins ye remit/' said he, — 
that is, on the terms of the Gospel, true 
repentance and faith unfeigned,— " they are 
remitted unto them ; and whose soever sins 
ye retain, they are retained."' 

But principally, the penitent will seek 
pardon, and find peace in devout com- 

1 Matt. xviii. 20. 2 Ver. 19. 

' John, XX. 23. 
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munion in the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. This is, indeed, the very service 
of the penitent ; and the most penitent is 
the most worthy communicant. The unre^ 
pentant and unbelieving alone have no 
invitation to the table of the Saviour of 
sinners. And, th^refore, our Church, in 
giving waming of the celebration of the 
Holy Communion, calls in*the mean season 
to self-examination and penitence; in the 
exhortation, exhorts to penitence ; provides 
a confession expressive of the deepest peni- 
tence ; comforts with a form of absolution, 
fuller and more unqualified than that of the 
daily service, and with passages of Scripture, 
breathing most tenderly the mercy of God 
to returning sinners ; and teaches us to pray 
God before communicating, " that we may 
so eat the flesh of his dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and drink his blood, that our sinful bodies 
may be made clean by his body, and om* 
souls washed through his most precious 
blood ;'* and after receiving the holy sacra- 
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inent, " that by the merits and death of his 
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his 
blood, we and all his whole Church may 
obtain remission of our sins, and aJl other 
benefits of his passion/^ And the penitent 
humbly beUeves, that, while in repentance, 
faith, thankfulness and charity, he eats 
the bread and drinks the wine in remem- 
brance of Chrisl, his soul is fed with the 
body broken and the blood shed for him : 
he is made partaker of Christ and all the 
blessings of his precious death, — pardon, 
and peace, and the hope of a glorious resur- 
rection ; is knit in closer union with him, 
as a- member of his body, a branch of the 
true vine ; is strengthened and refreshed to 
lead a new and holier life, and enabled " to 
bring forth much fniit," — "firuit meet for 
repentance/' 

Seek pardon, then, in the use of these 
means, as many of you, dear brethren, as 
bear the happy burden of a penitent heart ; 
but seek it from Christ in them. These are 
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bot the means, to be ased, but not trosted 
iiL Chiist ak»ie k joar tnist, joor SaTUMir, 
yoor Atonement, joar Mediator, jaur Ad?o- 
cate, yonr aH He gare joa repentanoe ; 
in him akme it can be aocepted. He is 
the aathor of yoor &ith; he rnust be tbe 
finisher also. He poichased yonr pardon ; 
through him yon must ask and receive it. 
The gannents which sin has soiled, can be 
washed and mada white only in the blood 
of the Lamb. Receive thankfully, then, 
and employ devoutly every help which God 
has given to strengthen our faith, animate 
our hopes, and aid our endeavours; but 
look for pardon only to the cross. 

May I hope, dear brethren, that the 
important subject on which we have medi- 
tated this Lent, has, by God's grace, sunk 
deeply into the souls of many : that you 
have felt the necessity of repentanoe, leamt 
its nature, set yourselves in earnest to seek 
it, experienced at least its beginnings, have 
entered, some of you, into the reality of its 
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sorrows and the happiness of its hopes? 
Oh may " He who has beguo a good work 
in you, perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ/'* May "godly sorrow work in 
each of you repentance imto salvation not 
to be repented of." ^ ^rMay your penitence 
and faith daily increase together; and the 
fruits of both be holiness. And may your 
knowledge of your own sinfulness and your 
experience of God's love, mutually widening 
and deepening each other, swell into that 
humble gratitude and thankful dedication 
of yourselves to God's will and glory, which 
is our highest privilege here, and will be the 
happiness of etemity. 

But what shall I say to those, who hear 
of penitence, and remain impenitent ? What 
can I say, that is not said in our Lord's own 
solemn words? — "Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish ! " If the Saviour 
speaks thus, — he without whom all mus t 
perish, — what hope can remain for the 

1 Phil. L 6. 2 jj Cor. vii. 10. 
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but the means, to be used, but not tnisted 
in. Christ alone is your trust, your Saviour, 
your Atonement, your Mediator, your Advo- 
cate, your all. He gave you repentance ; 
in him alone it can be accepted. He is 
the author of your feith; he must be the 
finisher also. He purchased your pardon ; 
through him you must ask and receive it. 
The garments which sin has soiled, can be 
washed and made white only in the blood 
of the Lamb. Receive thankfully, then, 
and employ devoutly every help which God 
has given to strengthen our faith, animate 
our hopes, and aid our endeavours; but 
look for pardon only to the cross. 

May I hope, dear brethren, that the 
important subject on which we have medi- 
tated this Lent, has, by God's grace, sunk 
deeply into the souls of many : that you 
have felt the necessity of repentance, leamt 
its nature, set yourselves in earnest to seek 
it, experienced at least its beginnings, have 
entered, some of you, into the reaUty of its 
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sorrows and the happiness of its hopes? 
* Oh may " He who has beguQ a good work 
in you, perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ/'* May "godly sorrow work in 
each of you repentance imto salvation not 
to be repented oV ^ /May your penitence 
and faith daily increase together; and the 
fruits of both be holiness. And may your 
knowledge of your own sinfulness and your 
experience of God's love, mutually widening 
and deepening each other, swell into that 
humble gratitude and thankful dedication 
of yourselves to God's will and glory, which 
is our highest privilege here, and will be the 
happiness of etemity. 

But what shall I say to those, who hear 
of penitence, and remain impenitent ? What 
can I say, that is not said in our Lord's own 
solemn words? — "Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish T* If the Saviour 
speaks thus, — he without whom all must 
perish, — what hope can remain for the 

1 Phil. i. 6. 2 jj Cor. vii. 10. 
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impenitent? Oh may those words haunt 
your ears and.live in your memories; may 
they recur again and again, and give your 
consciences no rest; may they interpose 
between you and every thought of earthly 
happiness, every vision of the future; till 
you open your heart to the merciful expos- 
tulation, till you seek in earnest true repent- 
ance from God and in your own souls, till 
godly sorrow has brought you to the 
Saviour, and in him, for the first time, 
you have found true peace. They are awful 
words, even as a warning: what will they 
be, when the warning disregarded has 
become the immutable sentence of the 
righteous Judge : — * you have not repented : 
you have perished in your own impenitence : 
"Depart from me, all ye that work ini- 
quity r 
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but the means, to be used, but not trusted 
in. Christ alone is your trust, your Saviour, 
your Atonement, your Mediator, your Advo- 
cate, your all. He gave you repentance ; 
in him alone it can be accepted. He is 
the author of your faith; he must be the 
finisher also. He purchased your pardon ; 
through him you must ask and receive it. 
The garments which sin has soiled, can be 
washed and made white only in the blood 
of the Lamb. Receive thankfully, then, 
and employ devoutly every help which God 
has given to strengthen our faith, animate 
our hopes, and aid our endeavours; but 
look for pardon only to the cross. 

May I hope, dear brethren, that the 
important subject on which we have medi- 
tated this Lent, has, by God's grace, sunk 
deeply into the souls of many : that you 
have felt the necessity of repentance, leamt 
its nature, set yourselves in earnest to seek 
it, experienced at least its beginnings, have 
entered, some of you, into the reality of its 
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sorrows and the happiness of its hopes? 
' Oh may " He who has beguij a good work 
in you, perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ/'* May "godly sorrow work in 
each of you repentance unto salvation not 
to be repented of." * «rMay your penitence 
and faith daily increase together; and the 
fruits of both be holiness. And may your 
knowledge of your own sinfulness and your 
experienee of God's love, mutually widening 
and deepening each other, swell into that 
humble gratitude and thankful dedication 
of yourselves to God's will and glory, whieh 
is our highest privilege here, iand will be the 
happiness of etemity. 

But what shall I say to those, who hear 
of penitence, and remain impenitent ? What 
can I say, that is not said in our Lord's own 
solenm words? — "Except ye repeut, ye 
shall all likewise perish ! " If the Saviour 
speaks thus, — he without whom all must 
perish, — what hope can remain for the 

1 Phil. i. 6. 2 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
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but the means, to be used, but not trusted 
in. Christ alone is your trust, your Saviour, 
your Atonement, your Mediator, your Advo- 
cate, your all. He gave you repentance ; 
in him alone it can be accepted. He is 
the author of your feith; he must be the 
finisher also. He purchased your pardon ; 
through him you must ask and receive it. 
The garments which sin has soiled, can be 
washed and made white only in the blood 
of the Lamb. Receive thankfully, then, 
and employ devoutly every help which God 
has given to strengthen our faith, animate 
our hopes, and aid our endeavours; but 
look for pardon only to the cross. 

May I hope, dear brethren, that the 
important subject on which we have medi- 
tated this Lent, has, by God's grace, sunk 
deeply into the souls of many : that you 
have felt the necessity of repentance, leamt 
its nature, set yourselves in earnest to seek 
it, experienced at least its beginnings, have 
entered, some of you, into the reality of its 
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sorrows and the happiness of its hopes? 
Oh may " He who has beguu a good work 
in you, perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ/'* May "godly sorrow work in 
each of you repentance unto salvation not 
to be repented of/'^ ^May your penitence 
and faith daily increase together; and the 
fruits of both be holiness. And may your 
knowledge of your own sinfulness and your 
experienee of God's love, mutually widening 
and deepening each other, swell into that 
humble gratitude and thankful dedication 
of yourselves to God's will and glory, which 
is our highest privilege here, and will be the 
happiness of eternity. 

But what shall I say to those, who hear 
of penitence, and remain impenitent ? What 
can I say, that is not said in our Lord's own 
solemn words? — "Except ye repeut, ye 
shall all likewise perish ! '' If the Saviour 
speaks thus, — he without whom all must 
perish, — what hope can remain for the 

1 Phil. i. 6. 2 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
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impenitent ? Oh may those words haunt 
your ears and.live in your memories; may 
they recur again and again, and give your 
consciences no rest; may they interpose 
between you and every thought of earthly 
happiness, every vision of the future; till 
you open your heart to the merciful expos- 
tulation, till you seek in earnest true repent- 
ance from God and in your own souls, till 
godly sorrow has brought you to the 
Saviour, and in him, for the first time, 
you have found true peace. They are awful 
words, even as a warning : what wiU they 
be, when the warning disregarded has 
become the immutable sentence of the 
righteous Judge : — * you have not repented : 
you have perished in your own impenitence : 
"Depart from me, all ye that work ini- 
quity ? 
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but the means, to be used, but not trasted 
in. Christ alone is your trust, your Saviour, 
your Atonement, your Mediator, your Advo- 
cate, your all. He gave you repentance ; 
in him alone it can be accepted. He is 
the author of your faith; he must be the 
finisher also. He purchased your pardon ; 
through him you must ask and receive it. 
The garments which sin has soiled, can be 
washed and made white only in the blood 
of the Lamb. Receive thankfully, then, 
and employ devoutly every help which God 
has given to strengthen our faith, animate 
our hopes, and aid our endeavours; but 
look for pardon only to the cross. 

May I hope, dear brethren, that the 
important subject on which we have medi- 
tated this Lent, has, by God's grace, sunk 
deeply into the souls of many : that you 
have felt the necessity of repentance, learnt 
its nature, set yourselves in earnest to seek 
it, experienced at least its beginnings, have 
entered, some of you, into the reality of its 
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sorrows and the happiness of its hopes? 
*0h may "He who has begui) a good work 
in you, perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ."* May "godly sorrow work in 
each of you repentance unto salvation not 
to be repented of." ^ /May your penitence 
and faith daily increase together; and the 
fruits of both be holiness. And may your 
knowledge of your own sinfulness and your 
experience of God's love, mutually widening 
and deepening each other, swell into that 
humble gratitude and thankful dedication 
of yourselves to God's will and glory, which 
is our highest privilege here, and will be the 
happiness of eternity. 

But what shall I say to those, who hear 
of penitence, and remain impenitent ? What 
can I say, that is not said in our Lord's own 
solemn words? — "Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish ! " If the Saviour 
speaks thus, — he without whom all must 
perish, — what hope can remain for the 

1 Phil. i. 6. « }2 Cor. vii. 10. 
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impenitent ? Oh may those words haunt 
your ears and.live in your meraories; may 
they recur again and again, and give your 
consciences no rest; may they interpose 
between you and every thought of earthly 
happiness, every vision of the futm'e; till 
you open your heart to the merciful expos- 
tulation, till you seek in earnest true repent- 
ance from God and in your own souls, till 
godly sorrow has brought you to the 
Saviour, and in him, for the first time, 
you have found true peace. They are awful 
words, even as a warning : what will they 
be, when the warning disregarded has 
become the immutable sentence of the 
righteous Judge : — * you have not repented : 
you have perished in your own impenitence : 
"Depart from me, all ye that work ini- 
quity ? 
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